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Wise decision - making in life choices

My work in the pastoral ministry brings me into contact with many para - church
ministries, pastors, teachers, and counselors who work with many people who are fac-
ing a multitude of problems. So many of the youth today are facing problems and
they are compelled to make decisions th
During this recession in our economy, some are facing the decision of whether to
continue in school and college, move in with their friends or to stay home with their
parents. The pressures of life are making difficult situations of life even more diffi-
cult. Most families are doing their best to create a positive atmosphere for the
young people to make good quality choices with wise counseling. Much like in the
story of the three little pigs, only oneé
them: o What ever you do, do /It the best that
along i n the worl/l d. o

We are admonished by scripture to make good choices, and that we make our
choices by acquiring wise couns el .Plarsfail for
|l ack of counsel, but with many advisers {

We are faced with choices in our everyday life, such as what kind of cars should
we purchase or lease? Where should we live? Should we move or stay in the old
neighborhood? What schools should our children attend  -- public or private? Where
do we shop-- the big box stores or the older established stores that have been in
our communities for years? What community events are important to us? What
church should we attend? Do we want to tithe, or not? Do we wish to participate in
church growth activities, or are we satisfied with the way we are and the why we
used to be? The list of choices and decisions go on and on and on. God has given each
of us the ability to make choices, thus we should seek the will of God in our decision -
making.

In todayds systems of I|living we use many,
the words that we speak can make a difference in the way those that are listening to

us perceive us, and may influence the way that they respond. Many of the words we

speak and share with others may cause people to change their minds and directions

in |ife, or they may have a negative
l'ife are in the power of the tongue. o
use and the tone with which we speak. We can be forceful and yet project love and
comfort, since all of our words are important to those hearing us. We can, by our
every word, turn them on to Christ, or turn them off.

We

Continued on page 2
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The Community Church of the Brethren exists to help people grow in their faith in Jesus Christ and work together for the glory of God and our neighbor’s good.
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Church Office Hours
Volunteer Office Staff
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:32:00
Phone: 661-323-1011 Fax: 661-323-1007
Pastor James Isaacs
661-829-2961 (home)
Church Mailing Address:
Community Church of the Brethren
327 A Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304
Church website: www.bccob.org
Church email: bakersfieldcob@hotmail.com

.Birthdays,

§ May Birthdays: Hunter Hodges, 1st; Anna Herder, 3rd; Zach-
ary McGraw, 6th; Brexton Kraft, 8th; Keri Klingerman, 9th;
Robby Burke, 11th; Ricky Ott, 16th; Lois Herder, 17th; Sara
Diaz, 22nd; Joelle Wurmnest, 23rd; Melissa Cokely, 25th.

8§ May Anniversaries: Ted & Karen Blockley, 2nd (29 years);
Jerry & Darlene Dumatrait, 7th (33 years).

§ Mother-Daughter Tead Saturday, May 8, 12:00 pm in Hop-
wood Hall

§  Special Church Forumé May 9 at 12:00 pm.

§  Leadership Team will meet May 16 at 1:00 pm.

§  Movie Nightd Friday, May 21 at 7:00 pmé the featured movie
is AThe Cross. o

Anniversaries, a

Scripture Readings for May

May 20 Acts 11:118; Psalm 148; Revelation 218,
John 13:3135

May 96 Acts 16:915; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10,-22
22:5; John 14:2229

May 160 Acts 16:1634; Psalm 97; Revelation 22:4™4,
16-17, 2621; John 17:2€r6

May 238 Acts 2:121; Psalm 104:244, 35b;
Romans 8:14.7; John 14:817, (2527)

May 300 Proverbs 8:14, 2231; Psalm 8; Romans 54,
John 16:1215

Worship Volunteer Schedule

May 2
Worship Leader éééeeééeée. . é
StorytellerééééeééeééeéeéeéekKr
Nurseryéééeéeééeééececée Ka
Stewardéééeéeéeeeéeéecé
May 9
Worship Leader ééé. ééééeé
Storytelleréééééeéééeéeéé
Nurseryéeéeééecééeeéeééeeé. B
Stewardéeéeééecéeecéeééecéce
hd mor eé May 16
Worship Leader ééeééeceé . é
Storytelleréééééeéééeéeéé
Nurseryéééeéééeéeééeécecé Ka

Stewardéeéeééecéecéecééceé
May 23
Worship Leaderééééeééecéeé
Storytellerééééeééeééeéeééelo
Nursery.. ééééééeéééeéeéeééeé
Stewardééééeééeéeéecé
May 30
Worship Leader éééééeééééé
Storytellerééééeéééeééeéée. S
Nursery..eééeééecééecéeé
Stewardééééeééeéeéeeé

We appreciate the gifts of skills and service that these

volunteers provide.
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Weekly Prayer Emphasis

May 26 Empire Church

May 96 National Youth Sunday

May 160 Plant Generously, Reap Bountifully

May 238 Glendale Church

May 309 District Camps & Campers (Camp La Verne &
Peaceful Pines)

Wise decision - making in life choices  cont. from

pg. 1

By using appropriate terminology, people will have the
opportunity to choose wisely concerning whether to serve
God, come together for worship, and to help others that
are going through difficult times as they are. During the
era of declining church attendance, membership and the
hope for church growth  -- our words count. The way we
minister to the youth, through teaching, preaching, and
the music they are attracted to is of the utmost impor-
tance. We have really been blessed here at the Bakers-
field Church of the Brethren because we are making good
choices and our congregation is still on the path of con-
tinued growth.

Pastor James
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Echoes from the Past
Submitted by lla Shively

Taken from the July, 1986 Palm and A Echoes
THOTS:

We may face situations beyond our resources, but never
beyond God's reserves.

Christians have cause for great joy. They have forgive-
ness, vision, power and promises unlimited.

Lois Herder has moved.
She would welcome visitors at any
time.

Her new address and phone number
are:

3209 Brookside Drive, Apt. 201
Bakersfield, CA 93311
661 -665 -9180

About the Bible

Our Caring Corner...

As a family of faith, it is our privilege and responsi-
bility to lift one another up in prayer. As a family of
faith, we ask that you keep these concerns in your
prayers ¢é

Prayer Concerns:

The good health of all who attend our church
The growth of our church in 2010

Ongoing Prayer Focus Points:
Chuck & Shirley Boyer, health concerns
Becky Copeland, ongoing health concerns
Mandy Morris, Huntington’s Disease
Shawn Lipton, Muscular Dystrophy
Worldwide Peace
PSWD Banner Prayer Partner, Iglesia de Cristo Genesis
PSWD Officers, Board, and Staff
Felton Daniels, PSWD Moderator 2010
Don Booz, PSWD Executive Minister
Shawn Flory Replogle, CoB Moderator 2010
Stanley Noffsinger, CoB General Secretary
For all of our congregation’s ministries and leaders
Opportunities to serve our immediate community
Habitat for Humanity, May Benevolence

Why is Jesus <call ed ﬁTh.et Mari of Sorrows?0o

Spiritual growth opportunities:

Jesus is nowhere refer]|edVomingWorghip t he AThe Man qf

rowso in the New Test ajmle nlgsusCelebiatigne n t he phrase doe

not occur in New testament writings. It was sug- Christian 'idncat'°'] classes

gested bysaiah53:3 whi ch reads: ﬁﬁggsgzlo%v:r‘:;’ﬂ"%spi s ed

and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac- . P

inted with arief: hid : f f Women’s Book Group

quainted with grief: we hid as it were our faces from Bible Study Groups _ )

h|_8m; he was d_esplsed, .anpgwnwaﬁ,inggmcgrgmgemed him not .o

This part of the prophecy was interpreted and appliga-

ble to the Messiah and after the crucifixion of JesUis it

was naturally applied by Christian writers to him. Benevolence Emphasis
Januaryééé. ... ééééééééeéceeéeééeeccepece
February. éé. . ééé ééé é . éééépéeéeé

From: A Book About the Bibleby George Stimpson 2\"“?[‘??;--‘?‘?,;‘???‘?‘???‘???????é?-g-,B?tc

. pri eee. . eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. ee..e. e

1945, Harper Brothers Publishers, New York, NY May 666,  Ceoeeeeecccéébeee. éé. .. 6k Ha
Juneéé. .. eeeeeeéee éééééééeéeé eéeé . C
Julyééé..eéeééeé. ... . . ..
August ééé. . ééééé ééééeéééee Bet han
September ééééééééééééé. ... ....... P
Octoberééé. . ... eeeeeeééé. eééééée. ..
November ééé. . ééé. ééééééééééée. .. .. pééé

December ééé. . éé. . .. . . . . . ... ...,
Please remember these agencies with your gifts throughout the year.

Friends are always welcome at our church services
and events.
Invite anyone and everyone. We want to share our
love, our faith, and our fellowship with our friends.
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Caught OFFfli neg?{’{,/
Bible School Humor fi Part One >

LOT 'S WIFE /i The Sunday School teacher
was describing how Lot 's wife looked back and
turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason
interrupted, 'My Mommy looked back once
while she was driving,' he announced trium-
phantly, ‘and she turned into a telephone pole!'

GOOD SAMARITAN i1 A Sunday school
teacher was telling her class the story of the
Good Samaritan. She asked the class, 'If you
saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded
and bleeding, what would you do?' A thoughtful
little girl broke the hushed silence, 'l think I'd
throw up.'

DID NOAH FISH? - A Sunday school teacher
asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of
fishing when he was on the Ark ? "No,' replied
Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.'

HIGHER POWER fi A Sunday school teacher
said to her children, 'We have been learning
how powerful kings and queens were in Bible
times. But, there is a Higher Power. Can any-
body tell me what it is? One child blurted out, '
Aces!

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Bible Study is open to anyone in the congregation,
meeting at 7:30 pm. Please bring a study Bible with
you and read the passage before coming. Please join
us as we study the Bible together. Friends are wel-
come to join us also. The schedule for this month is:

May 5 fi Nehemiah Ch. 8 -9

May 12 A Nehemiah Ch. 10 - 11

May 19 A Nehemiah Ch. 12 - 13 & Summary (Last
Bible Study before Summer break)

Worship Topics for May
| OAOAT 1T 41 PEAJ O4EA O
May 2 - A Prepared Heart (James 1:21)
May 9 - Becoming a Godly Mother (Ezekiel 16:44)
May 16 - Life as a Spiritual Farmer (James 5:7 -9)

May 23 - Dreaming Dreams, Seeing Visions
(Pentecost) (Acts 2:17  -23)

May 30 0 Believing Re quires a Specific Action
(Acts 8:9 -17)

| hewfeynd JopusMENE MaNgPRTO E 6 6

Children's Version of the Bible n Part 2

8. The Seventh Commandment is thou shalt not admit
adultery.

9. Moses died before he ever reached Canada then
Joshua led the Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol.

10. The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua
told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.

11. David was a Hebrew king who was skilled at playing
the liar. He fought the Finkelsteins, a race of people
who lived in Biblical times.

Davi d¢

12. Sol of

700 porcupines.

oOmon, one

13. When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus,
she sang the Magna Carta.

14. When the Three Wise Guys from the East side arrived

15. Jesus was born because Mary had an immaculate
contraption.

16. St. John the blacksmith dumped water on his
head.

17. Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to
do unto others before they do one to you. He also
explained a man doth not live by sweat alone.
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Women of tMichkal éaudghtereféa king

and wife of a king

By Doris H. Dunham

Her name means “Who is like God?” This woman was a person
of strong emotions, but unable to control the important circum-
stances of her life. She was forcibly separated from two hus-
bands and she lost both her father and her brother, who were
savagely killed by their enemies. Key scriptures concerning the
life of this highly positioned woman are: 1 Samuel 18:20-29;
19:11-17; and 2 Samuel 6:16-23.

Michal was the daughter of King Saul, the first Israelite king.
Jonathan, close friend of David, was her brother. She was mar-
ried first to David, who succeeded Saul as king. David and
Michal had fallen in love and David wanted to marry her. Saul
offered another daughter, Merab, as a reward for killing Goliath,
but after David killed the Philistine, Saul reneged. Again, Saul
offered Merab as a reward for going into battle, one in which he
expected David to be killed. When David returned victorious,
Saul again reneged and gave Merab to another man. Then Saul
taunted David with an offer of marriage to Michal if he killed one
hundred Philistines in hand-to-hand combat. So David killed
two hundred. This time Saul kept his promise and let David and
Michal be married.

Later, when Saul realized that he had angered God and God had
turned his favor to David, in Saul’s paranoia, he had his army
begin to pursue David to destroy him. Michal warned her hus-
band of his extreme danger, thus going against her father in
protection of her husband. While David was gone, Saul, in his
rage over David’s escape and Michal’'s subterfuge, annulled
David and Michal’s wedding and gave Michal to Paltiel to be his
wife. About ten years later when David returned after the deaths
of Saul and Jonathan, he went to Ish-Bosheth, a surviving son
of Saul and asked for the return of Michal as his wife. Ish-
Bosheth issued the order and had Michal taken from Paltiel and
returned to David. Apparently the marriage between Michal and
Paltiel was a successful one, and Paltiel was devastated when
she was taken from him.

When the Ark of the Covenant was returned to Jerusalem after
being in the possession of the Philistines for a number of years,
there was much celebration among the people. David, in his
great joy, joined the celebration. When Michal looked out the
window and saw David leaping and dancing in the streets be-
fore the Lord, she despised him in her heart. Her interpretation
was that his actions were unbecoming for a king and not being
a religious person, did not understand or appreciate his joy and
celebration at the return of the Ark.

Because of this strained relationship and her contempt for
David, he eventually put Michal aside into his harem and re-
fused to treat her as his wife. She eventually died childless.

Resources: All the People in the Bible, Losch and Women of the
Bible, Syswerda.
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"Love your enemieg\bel to Armageddofdyt Griffith, Prison Chaplain

The Earth was not meant to taste blood. Sin entered. God's outrage
ues from Abel to Armagedddyio, he has never become used to our sta
the ground red.

Cr us hi mememieswihdaxks to rockets through the ages has bee
man'sstory. Oh ,Son of man, forgive us.

So why is Peter Hill assistiagnilitary chaplainMe knows the stand of thd

ontir
hing

h

Church of the Brethren: PEACGHter felt the call of God to help those wiose

hands and minds were trained to kill. How then, to mend?
"There is a time to kill, and a time to heal."

The unit was called upthe country doesn't matter. Yes, the Middle Eas
sand. Hard men. Everyone was to have a will filled &ateflhad was thg
farm leased out all these years. He wanted it sold. Half for the church
half for Bill and Ruth.

How strange, he thoughtow concerned we are in dividing earthly lefto
They were less interested in thinking about crossing thedgrieatfrom
flesh to spirit.

The unit was a mixed lot. Some were very patriotic. Sonfeowenglitary
families. Several joined just to have a job. There were a few who, we
said, just loved the legal ki#dt least by man's law.

Sergeant Frank kept the unit tough. He barged into the tent that Peter
Chaplainlames had set up for the unit's chapel. "Lob&,5aid. "You'll only
hear this once from me. Just tell them that this Jesus God forgives the|
anything bad out here. You better lay off any talk about brotherly love.
lieve me, if anyone of these men hesitates to kill, and gets another in ¢
maimed or dead, | will personally make your life hell on earth.”

" | don't want their loved ones melting a miltiandles in front of a picture
a dead watrrior. | hate candles Yitlu got it? Good.am out of here."”

Chaplain James lowered his head. As he raised up he told Peter, " Yo
never get used to this. Handle the hard stuff. | need you for the rest. T
are too many soldiers at a time. | have nothing to prepare you for the U
things you will face with these men. All | can gaays pray, pray..."

James was to be gone for a few days...Peter hoped in his praying, prg|
praying,nothing major would happen during this time...Killing, killing, ki
happened otherwise...

Private Gomez came in... He was not the same man Peatflelysdwefore
with a smile you would love to see...Pdtevught a smile would never be
seen again by this man. .. A car
handsi n a panic and kept on goi ngf
him...His gumvasemptied into that small car.pegnant woman in tiack
wouldnever make it to the hospital. She was in labor...Her labors in th
were no more...She was t andfeeweuld
continue to be apart of Private Gomeuatse life. You seBrivate Gomez's
wife had twins; now this man from the Middle East has none!

" | can never pull another triggélot ever!The military can do what they
want with me.'Peter coulanly cry witthim. Justwo Christians hanging d
to one another in the name of the Father, Som@pdshost...

The blood and days wenaixed togetherPeterdonged for thegreen of

PennsylvanieSergeant Frankever made it tchapel. Chaplain James and
Peter prayed for him everyday.

Continued on page 8

. Dn

B

and

ers.

| sim|

and

m for
Be-
ur un

of

L will
here
gly

ying,
ling,

e Wor
t wi




Palm & A Echoes Page 6

FAITH VIGNETTE

A SPOONFUL OF DISNEY IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL

Now that school is almost out, | am reminded of the many field trips students look forward to taking around

this time. One of the most popular destinations for these trips is Disneyland, and now even Disneyworld in Flor-
i da. I have been to the O0Magic Kingdom &oin Southern Callifo
ings, class trips, Sunday school nights, and other occasions.

On one of my visits to the park, | saw a woman with twin babies in a double stroller. | concluded that if she was
willing to take fwo infants to Disneyland, she must have a supernatural hunger for amusement and the park
must have a supernatural power to attract!

After | became a minister in 1992, | saw Disneyland in a new light. | began to interpret the things | saw there
from a theological perspective. | saw an ecclesiastical scheme in its design. | even thought | saw more clearly
into the creative mind of God.

Spiritually speaking, | first noticed that Disneyland has more gates than heaven. There are 17 gates for enter-
ing the park and only 3 for exiting it. The Disney people are more concerned about how many are coming in than
how many are going out. Wellit hat 6s t he way the church should be.

Next, | noticed that Disneyland is as clean as clean can be. Rarely does a visitor see discarded tickets, smoking
materials, popcorn kernels, food wrappers or any other debris littering the grounds. And if some trash should
happen to fall, grounds people are seemingly on duty around the clock to pick it up.

The biblical David was continually concerned that God give him a  clean heart. It takes determination and vigi-
|l ance to keep the worldds filth out of our spiritual slyste
maintenance squad.

While enjoying the rides of Adventureland, Fantasyland, Frontierland and Tomorrowland, one continually
glimpses beauty in the most unlikely places. The designers have worked overtime to provide surprises to delight
the eyes and othersenses icol or s, fragrances, aromas of food, and c|ottc

Works of art and quaint remnants from the past greet you at every turn, hide in every nook and cranny, bom-
barding you with visual fulfillment.

Di sneyl and promoters have billed it o06The Happiest Pl acle on
scend earthly woes and cares, if only for a few hours. At the park | have seen the elderly, the crippled, the ill,
the pregnant and the deaf. | would not have been surprised to see a blind person there.

Finally, under ordinary circumstances, it is unlikely that many would see a connection between Disneyland and
the gospel. However, if our churches would endeavor to add a spoonful of Disney to ministry plans and pro-
grams, our churches might become the happiest places on Earth.

Q.

The psal mi st wawsdhiems tufse tloonrdd 7 n tThewobds af Walt)Disney profide many e s &5 .
ideas we might imitate to enlarge upon our church experience.

Brenda Isaacs




Jay Nickell

Campers (La Verne
& Peaceful Pines)

Jasmine Hernandez

Yvonne Cokely

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Mother/Daughter Tea

10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir 12:00 pm Hopwood Hall
Empire Church 12:30 pm 1st Tuesday | 7:30 pm Bible Study

Potluck Lunch

7:00 pm Grace Group
Rocky Bess Kathy Bess Tim Bess Heather Bess Ryleigh Bess Regan Bess Colby Bess
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Deacons 7:30 am

Green Thumb Garden
National Youth 10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir Club 8:00 am-1:00 pm
Sunday 7:00 pm Grace Group | 7:30 pm Bible Study
Mike Blake Jennifer Blake Brooke Blake Ted Blockley Karen Blockley Anna Blockley Cecilia Blockley
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
7:00 pm Movie Night

Leadership Team “The Cross”
1pm 10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir

7:00 pm Grace Group | 7:30 pm Bible Study
Plant Generously,
Reap Bountifully
Ricky Oft Bonnie Bockover Millie Colunga Ericca Brown Michael Brown Dewon Brown Buddy Burke
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Deacons 8:15 am

10a-12p Food Bank
Glendale Church 7:00 pm Grace Group
Terri Burke Robby Burke Shirley Burke Frank Hernandez Erica Hernandez Rosalia Hernandez Olivia Hernandez
30 3
District Camps &

Items initalics on Sundays are the PSWD Prayer emphasis for that day. Please remember to pray for them all week lo
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"Love your enemiesAbel to Armageddon” continued from page 5

Theunit called foblessings. Howoes onaneasure a blessing™ is a numberFew killed versus manyCould a blessing e one on
either side killedn patrol that day?

Aday. Alife. AGod to whom to repent.is a known faghat the military chaplains are dragdedn with the burdens dfetmenand obli-
gations to the Creator.

A Tuesday unlike any other caribe patrolas hit hard Several road side explosives on both side wiped out manghaphéand Pe-
terwerenearby in the market. SergeBrank waslown. An excelleshiperwas pickingff men that still movedPrivateGome, amedic
now, was hit with a bad wound as he rac#tt&ergeant. The snipesuld leave the Sergeant alive in order to pidithefs coming to
his aid. If others failed to come he woutdke gudgment call. He thoughthe Sergeant was near death he would not
wasteanotherbullet. If hethought he would survive, he'd take him out.

will alwaydive because dhe Lord."Jamesnever made it.

Peter thought ddusan. Theneas no time to reasoile ran, and ran, and réue graceace tohis end witlthe words; Ohmy Lord,oh my
J e s ushlsps.on

He was hit but landed on top of the Sergeant. "You strgdigious fool!"cried out Frank. As Peter died all he couldosthe Sergeant
was, "God would wipe away every tear". Aslélyeended the unit was shatterethoughGomezand theSergeant survivedhe
unit lostso many. Familgars would soohe born state side....

Another tree in honor of Peteas plantedon the churchgrounds next to Susantsee.

As the last otheHill family was laid to rest in the Pennsylvania hills, the church historian thought thisembigldasentry about the
family. God, though, had other plans.

The Palm and A Echoes is published the first week of the month I§othe
munity Church of the Brethren, 327 fA A0 Street Ba by theCommunity Church of the Brethren, 327 A Street, Bakersfield, Ca 9330§.
Church - g Periodical postage paid at Bakersfield, California.
Echoes Editoréééeée. . ééeééééeéééeéeé. Jé
All articles and announcements for publicationinfhal m and A A4#@POSTMASTER: Send address changes t
are due by the third Sunday of the month. Street Bakersfield, CA 93304.
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