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“No Greater Love”

During the late sixties or early seventies John Peterson wrote the Easter Cantata
entitled “No Greater Love,” which the choir that | served as organist for many years sang
for several Easter seasons. | am reminded of the grace of the music and some of the many
lyrics that are actually from the scriptures. We are now reminded of the life of Christ during
this Lenten season and of all that God has done for us through the life of Christ, which was
motivated by the love of God for all nations and all people. This sacrifice of God’s only Son
was God’s love in action. Love, in this sense, is a verb which requires an action; love is
much more than words. “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that
everyone who believes in Him will have everlasting life.” God loved his world so much until
he said that “I have loved you with an everlasting love,” which is love without end.

During the month of February we have heard preaching from the idea of God’s love
for all people. We had a demonstration of the expression of God’s love from the African
American perspective, from the Choctaw nation, from the Hispanic experience--- and from all
nations. We have discovered that the love of God is deeper than the ocean, wider than the
sea, and taller than the highest mountain. The question still remains: what have we done
with the love of God? Have we shared his love with others? Have we expressed God’s love
to our family members and friends? Have we invited others to come and share this great
love with the church family? Have we kept the benefits of this greater love to our selves?

Lent is a time for much reflection about our lives, a time to slow down a little and
meditate on the word of God, and to recommit our lives to follow Jesus. Additionally, we
must remember our baptisms and refocus on the gifts that have been given for us to use for
the good of the body of Christ. Remember that there is no greater love than the fact a man
(Jesus, the God-man) will lay down his life for his friends.

Although we are at the beginning of Lent, we can still be inspired by its conclusion,
because we already know the end of the story. One songwriter wrote of Good Friday, “It's
Friday, but Sunday’s coming.” The Catholics have a devotion that they call “The Stations of
the Cross” that retraces every step that Jesus took from the time he was arrested until he
was crucified. For the more contemplative types in our church, that would be a good medita-
tion during these weeks to come. For the more eschatological types, they will be reminded
that Jesus Christ is no longer on the cross, but seated at the right hand of God where “he
ever lives to make intercession for us.” What a tremendous blessing that is, and let us never
forget it!

Pastor James

The Community Church of the Brethren exists to help people grow in their faith in Jesus Christ and work together for the glory of God and our neighbor’s good.
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Church Office Hours
Volunteer Office Staff
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:3@2:00
Phone: 661-3231011 Fax: 661-323-1007
Pastor James Isaacs
661-829-2961 (home)
Church Mailing Address:
Community Church of the Brethren
327 A Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304
Church website: www.bccob.org
Church email: bakersfieldcob@hotmail.com

.Birthdays, Anniversaries, @&

8§ March Birthdays: Erica Hernandez, 6th; Jayden Crawford,
9th; Monty Keeling, 10th; Kloe Putnam, 16th; Kevin Shively,
19th; Jennifer Blake, 20th; Scott Lecrone, 20th; Frank Hernan-
dez, 21st; Billie Hodges, 23rd; Anna Blockley, 30th.

§ March Anniversaries: Mike and Jennifer Blake, 22nd (2 years)

§  Youth Cookie Bake Saled Sunday, March 14.

§ Womendés B odThurdday,Maneh 18 at10:00 am.

§ Movie Nightd Friday, March 19 at 7:00 pmd the featured
movie is AThe Robe. o

§ Leadership Team will meet March 21 at 1:00 pm.

Worship Volunteer Schedule

March 7
Worship Leader éééeéeééé. . éé
Storytelleréeéééeééeecéeéécé.
Nurseryéééeééeéeéééeée. Shawn
Stewardééééeéécééeéeéeéceé S
March 14
Worship Leader ééée. ééééeeéeéé
Storytelleréééeééecééeéécéece
Nurseryéééeéeéeééeéeée Ros
Stewardééééeééecéeééeéée. . A
] March 21
"o PSS p Leader éééééé. . .éé
Storytellerééééééeéééééeéé.
Nurseryéééééééeéeéeééecé Kar
Stewardééééeééecéeééceé D
March 28
Worship Leader éééééeéeéeééé
Storytelleréééééééeéééé. Sh
Nursery.. ééééééeéééeéeéeécéeé
Stewardééééeéécéeeé

We appreciate the gifts of skills and service that these
volunteers provide.
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Scripture Readings for March

March 70 Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:18;
1 Corinthians 10:313; Luke 13:19

March 140 Joshua 5:912; Psalm 32;
2 Corinthians 5:1621; Luke 15:13, 11532

March 210 Isaiah 43:1621; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3:4b14; John 12:18

March 280 Luke 19:2840; Psalm 118:12, 1929

Weekly Prayer Emphasis

Mar. 79 Bella Vista Church (East L.A.)

Mar. 148 Church of the Living Savior (McFarland)
Mar. 2108 District Hispanic and Spanish Speaking Min-
istries

Mar. 286 Fresno Churctd closing after 97 years of
ministry

Echoes from the Past
Submitted by Ila Shively

Taken from the May and June 1986 Echoes

THOTS

We are at our best when we add enthusiasm to

whatever we honestly believe in.
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Nearly everyone is in favor of going to heaven, but

too many are hoping to live long enough to see a

change in the entrance requirements.

kkkkkkkkkkhkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkk

It is not what we eat that makes us strong, but
what we digest; not what we earn, but what we
save that makes us rich; not what we read, but
what we remember that makes us learned; not
what we profess, but what we practice that deter-
mines our consequence among all people.
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THREE THINGS

Three things in life that can destroy a person
1.Anger
2.Pride
3. Not forgiving

Three things in life that you should never lose
1.Hope
2. Peace
3. Honesty

Three things in life that are most valuable
1. Love
2. Family and friends
3. Kindness

Three things in life that are never certain

1. Fortune
2. Success
3. Dreams

Three things in life that make a person
1.Commitment
2. Sincerity
3. Hard work

Three things in life that are constant
1. Father
2. Son
3. Holy Spirit

| ask the Lord to bless you,
As | pray for you today,

To guide you and protect you,

As you go along your way.

Godds | ove is
Godd6s promi ses
And when you give God all your cares,
You know God will see you through.
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Our Caring Corner...

As a family of faith, it is our privilege and responsi-
bility to lift one another up in prayer. As a family of
faith, we ask that you keep these concerns in your
prayers ¢é

Prayer Concerns:
Mildred Shank, broken vertebra in back
The good health of all who attend our church
The growth of our church in 2010

Ongoing Prayer Focus Points:
Rosalia Celedon, cancer
Chuck Boyer, cancer
Becky Copeland, ongoing health concerns
Mandy Morris, Huntington’s Disease
Shawn Lipton, Muscular Dystrophy
Worldwide Peace
PSWD Banner Prayer Partner, Iglesia de Cristo Genesis
PSWD Officers, Board, and Staff
Jim Martinez, PSWD Moderator
Don Booz, PSWD Executive Minister
Shawn Flory Replogle, CoB Moderator 2010
Stanley Noffsinger, CoB General Secretary
For all of our congregation’s ministries and leaders
Opportunities to serve our immediate community
Bethany Homeless Center, March Benevolence

Spiritual growth opportunities:
Morning Worship
Jesus Celebration
Christian Education classes
Women’s Fellowship
Men’s Fellowship
Women’s Book Group
Bible Study Groups
PSWD training programs

Benevolence Emphasis
M Balt y 46 U, . CeGeeEcebeEcebesca
F ruary. éé. . é
Marchéé. . . é .ééé6b6b6bbbbb6b6b6666. . .
April ééé. . 6é6é6é6é6é6é6é6é6é6é6é66é6é6666.
May ééé. .

ééééééééeéeéeeeéee.
Juneéé. ..
Julyeéeeéeeée. .

August ééeé.

November ééé. .
December ééé. . éé. . .. . . . . . ... ... ...
Please remember these agencies with your gifts throughout the year.

éé. . ¢
eé. .. é¢

b e e e

A1% T
(¢}
o
[0}

A% %
N
)




Palm & A Echoes

Page

Caught Off//'neé//{ﬂ?
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Sermon without a word

A member of a certain church, who previously had been attending
services regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, the preacher
decided to visit him.

It was a chilly evening. The preacher found the man at home
alone, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his
preacher's visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable
chair near the fireplace and waited.

The preacher made himself at home but said nothing. In the grave
silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around the burn-
ing logs. After some minutes, the preacher took the fire tongs,
carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one
side of the hearth all alone then he sat back in his chair, still
silent.

The host watched all this in quiet contemplation. As the one lone
ember's flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary
glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and dead.

Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The
preacher glanced at his watch and realized it was time to leave. He
slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back
in the

middle of the fire. Immediately it began to glow, once more with
the light and warmth of the burning coals around it.

As the preacher reached the door to leave, his host said with a
tear running down his cheek, 'Thank you so much for your visit
and especially for the fiery sermon. | shall be back in church next
Sunday.'

We live in a world today, which tries to say too much with too little.
Consequently, few listen. Sometimes the best sermons are the
ones left unspoken.

The Lord is my Shepherd - that's a Relationship!

| shall not want - that's Supply!

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures -that's
Rest!

He leadeth me beside the still watersd that's Refresh-
ment!

He restoreth my soul - that's Healing!

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousnessd that's
Guidance!

For His name sake - that's Purpose!

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death- that's Testing!

| will fear no evil - that's Protection!

For Thou art with me - that's Faithfulness!

Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort med that's Disci-
pline!

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine Enemies-that's Hope!

Thou annointest my head with oil-that's Consecration!
My cup runneth over-that's Abundance!

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my Life-that's Blessing!

And | will dwell in the house of the Lord-that's Secu-
rity!
Forever

that's Eternity!

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Bible Study is open to anyone in the congregation,
meeting at 7:30 pm. Please bring a study Bible with
you and read the passage before coming. Please join
us as we study the Bible together. Friends are wel-
come to join us also. The schedule for this month is:

March 3 f Intro & Ezra Ch. 1
March 10 i EzraCh. 3 -5
March 17 iEzraCh.6 -7
March 24 i EzraCh.8 -9
March 31 A Ezra Ch. 10 & Summary

-2

On Sunday, March 14 the Youth will have a Cookie Bake
Sale to raise funds for National Youth Conference (NYC).

A variety of cookies will be available and will be sold

by

the dozen. Please plan to support our youth by partigipat-
ing in the bake sale to be held in the Chapel immediately

following Morning Worship.

Worship Topics for March
| OAOAT 1T 41 PEAd O2AAEAAI T U
Mar. 7» What is Radical Christian Faith? (Psalm 122):1

Mar. 14 The Crown of Victorious Living (James 112,
Revelation 2:911)

Mar.22 ' T A8 O # OAAOE OA-1D JomAaB) j

Mar. 28> Blessings in the Name of the Lord (Palm Sunday
(Luke 19:288)

~—
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Women of tDelkoraBi bl eé
By Doris H. Dunham

In Judges 4 -5 Deborah, a prophetess, was
chosen by God to be the judge over Israel. Im-
mediately, she chose Barak to lead her military
forces. It was not common at that time to have
women as leaders, but it was not totally unheard
of. She was the only female to hold the position
of judge in Israel, but not the only prophetess in
the Bible (MiriaméExodus
22: 14, Noadi ahéNehemiah
and the four daughters
Acts 21:9). She was the wife of Lappidoth.
When Deborah described herself, she referred to
herself as oO0Oa mother in
prophet, general, leader or any other term indi-
cating influence. She was a mother not only to
her biological children, but mother to all the chil-
dren of | srael She sat
orahdé near the city gate
her people.
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At one critical time, Deborah called on Ba-
rak to resist the oppression of Jabin, the Canaan-
ite king of Hazor, who was threatening a takeover
of Israel. Deborah told Barak where to meet
Siser a, Jabinds gener al
ever, Barak refused to go to battle without Deb-
orahds presence. Because
ence, Deborah told him that he would not receive
credit for the victory. History records that Sis-
era fell to the hands of a woman. During the
battle, seeing that they were going to be de-
feated Sisera left his chariot and ran to the tent
of an ally, Heber, t he Ken
Jael murdered Sise ra while he slept (another
story to come).

on

Deborah is extolled in what is called the
0Song of Deborahé6 (Judges
of Hebrew poetry and one of the earliest pieces
of Hebrew literature. It is a song of victory and
gives the real glory to Go
means Ohoney beed6 in Hebre
References: Eer dmanés Dicti onady

All the People of the Bible
and Women of the Bible

Freedman, by Losch,

by Syswerda.
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Palm Sunday St Andrew of Crete

Let us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of

mate the mystery of our salvation. He who came down frg
heaven to raise us from the depths of sin, to raise us with
self, we are told in Scripturapove every sovereignty, auth
ity and power, and every other name that can be nanued,
comes of his own free will to make his journey to Jerusalg
He comes without pomp or ostentation. As the psalmist s
He wjll not disppte or raise his yoice to make it heard in th
StréetsHe veh\jf)% ?n%e*k %r?d hu*%r;'blre‘,gaﬁd he will make his
‘Entryfh%iﬁwﬁli@it’z.“ ke 2736,

Phi'lip the evangeli st é

Let us run to accompany him as he hastens toward his pg
sion, and imitate those who met him then, not by covering
Eath lwithégarments, olive brancheg ar gadnes, but by doing
we can to prostrate ourselves before him by being humbils

receive the Word at his coming, and God, whom no limits

FURIN. Wi e WY, o Deb -

world and he is glad that he became so humble for our s3
glad that he came and lived among us and shared in our
in order to raise us up again to himself. And even though
are told that he has now ascended above the highest hea
the proof, surely, of his power and godhedis love for man
will never rest until he has raised our earthbound nature f

gloneto glogy; ang aade ik gng with hisyqyvgy in heaven.
fore h grmepts or soulless

So let us spread.b ot
ebrahct?]eifwiﬁgedﬁglig t the eye \{(‘)r agfew hours and then

wither, but ourselves, clothed in his grace, or rather, cloth
completely in him. We who have been baptised into Chrig
must ourselves be the garments that we spread before hi
Now that the crimson stains of our sins have been washe
away in the saving waters of baptism and we have becon|
white as pupeumool, kekus present thevdomgeieror of death
with mere branches of palms but with the real rewards of
victory.

his fﬁeg,

Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches a
jjoin today in
domes fh thé hafn® 8fithe Lofd* BI€88et & the king of Isrd

This is taken from the Roman Church's Office of Readings for Palm Sunday. It

a sermo t. Andrew of Crete, a bishop and Ear:éfkulig(:h Father who died i

S
AD. He igl{;gst@(nomﬁ 6k Whihg a Rrde Rulber b

http://lwww.crossroadsinitiative.com

of the Bible

Olives. Today he returns from Bethany and proceeds of hi
own free will toward his holy and blessed passion, to cons

by trying to live as he would wish. Then we shall be able {o
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FAITH VIGNETTE

Gourmet Preaching: Stirring up the feminine flavors of the Gospel

A popular ice cream shop advertises 31 flavors. | think there may be many more than that in the gospgl of
GKS [ 2NR WSadza / KNAald®d® hyS 2F (K2aS Fil 02NB Ala ¢
side of the gospel. This has nothing to do with feminism as such; women have never needed that because
Jesus liberated us when He was here. What we need are liberated men.

Qi NA
IERY

P

I Ydzf GALX AOAGE 2F fSaazyas LINAYyOALX S 2
Gdzr t Aléd 2A0K2dzi (KSasSxz D2RQa YSaal 3

and therefore saw to it that these stories would be included.
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nated, and unified year of sermons, these stories should be preached throughout the year. One of the
most delightful feminine flavors is found in the Book of Job. After Job has suffered through all of his catas-
trophes, the book names the three daughters of Job, comments on their beauty, and reveals that theif fa-
ther will give them equal inheritance with their seven brothers (who are not named in the passage). Jgb
42:1315. This text holds a dynamic lesson for all of us. God always has been and still is a God of just|ce

YR FFEANYySaaod ¢KS G(KSYS 2F w2008 RI dzZ3KGSNBE SEKAOG
cial excellence.

Another spicy tidbit is found in the Book of 1 Kings, where we learn that Solomon as a young king hag a
seat placed for his mother at his right hand. This is an account that we may never have heard preached,
but it opens the door to great insight. In this action, King Solomon gives honor and authority to Bathsheba,
as the right hand symbolizes the place of powéne same place where Jesus is now seated with respect
to His father.

Not only in Scripture to we find many references of the honor and respect God shows to women, espg-
cially through his son, but songs of the faith are richly laden with these references as well. One of my ffa-

G2NRAGS KeYya 2F (KS OKdzZNDKX a¢KS / KdZNOKQ& hy$§ C2
dation is Jesus Chriser Lord,Sheis his new creation by water and the word. From heaven he came and
soughther, to be his holyride, with his own blood he bougliter, and fornerf A FS KS RASR®¢

¢t KS OKdzNOK A& Ffgleéa NBFSNNBR (G2 a | :
F2N) YIye (G2 | OKAS@S® . dzi 2dzad GKS arysS Ia L Qgly

Some people will never get that, but it is stiltsaccording to the scriptures.

Brenda Isaacs
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00pm Nurture/ 10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir
Outreach Team Mtg. 12:30 pm 1st Tues. 7:30 pm Bible Study
Potluck
7:00 pm Grace Group
Donna McGraw Zachary McGraw Don McKenzie Tami McKenzie Jacob McKenzie Marilynne Meystrick
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
Youth Cookie Bake
Sale Prep
Bella Vista Church 10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir
(EastL.A) 7:00 pm Grace Group 7:30 pm Bible Study
Virgil Miller Judy Mitchell Beverly Monji Monty Montgomery Ann Montgomery Shawn Montgomery Kristin Montgomery
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Youth Cookie Bake
Sale
10:00 am Women’s 7:00 pm Movie Night Green Thumb Garden
10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir Book Group “The Robe” Club 8:00 am-1:00 pm
Church of the Living 7:00 pm Grace Group 7:30 pm Bible Study
Savior (McFarland)
Mollie Montgomery Lily Montgomery Mandy Morris Dave Orton Dot Orton Kenny Putnam Kristi Putham
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Leadership Team
1pm
10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir Women'’s Fellowship
7:00 pm Grace Group 7:30 pm NO Bible Study 7:00 pm
District Hispanic &
Spanish Speaking
Ministries
Kali Putnam Kloe Putnam Kambri Putnam Joe Ramirez Elmi Sanchez Phil Sexton Norma Sexton
28
Palm Sunday

Deacons 8:15 am

Fresno Church
(closing after 97
years of ministry)

Delbert Shank

RN @R\ARRNL RRP\S
¢ %ggwc 9%82@ e %SQCOC %92()

Items initalics on Sundays are the PSWD Prayer emphasis for that day. Please remember to pray for them all week lo




Palm & A Echoes Page 8

About the Bible
Is LENT mentioned in the Bible?

Lent, a period of penance set apart by the Christian church, is only indirectly of Biblical origin.

Some of the church fathers of the fifth and sixth centuries were of the opinion that Lent was of
ostolic origin, although most modern authorities reject this view. It is quite certain, howevey, th
what we call Lent was observed by the Christian Church within 150 years of the crucifixion| of .
sus. At first the number of days of the fast was not specified. In the fourth century the numbet
fast days in Lent was fixed at thirsyx. Pope Felix Il added four fast days to Lent in 487 A.D|to

make the total correspond to the number of days that Jesus fasted in the wilderness. During t
eighth or ninth century the Lenten period was fixed as it is observed today in the Roman Chathc
Greek Catholic and Anglican churches. It begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with Easter S
day. The Sundays are a part of the Lenten season, but since they are feast days they are jnot
cluded among the forty days of fasting or abstinence. Therefore Lent proper is the forty days |
ceeding Easter, exclusive of Sundalentis derived from AngleSaxonlenct me ani n g
Spring was calletlenctentidebecause at that time of year the days noticeably increase in length
LaterLectenfaesten fAspr i ng f as tentand bheaane thennametofethe grdat Ghigs-
tian fast period in the spring.

From:A Book About the Bibldoy George Stimpson, 1945, Harper Brothers Publishers, New [Yorl
NY

The Palm and A Echoes is published the first week of the month Igothe ThePALM and fiAQUSPEMIOE®30) is published monthly for freg
munity Church of the Brethren, 327 ANAO0O Street B a by theCommunity Church of the Brethren, 327 A Street, Bakersfield, Ca 93308.
Church - g Periodical postage paid at Bakersfield, California.

Echoes Editoréécé. . ééééccééeééée. Jé

All articles and announcements for publication infhal| m and @ POSTMASTER: Send address changes t TH
are due by the third Sunday of the month. Street Bakersfield, CA 93304.




