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SUMMER VACATION

WE WI LL HAVE WORSHIPé WE WILL HAVE
Summer is finally here. Winter and spring have come and gone or have they? We are now
ending the first half of our church year. There have been many accomplishments, and yet
there is so much more to be done. Many of our members will travel all over the country:
some will travel for 5 or 6 weeks, others will be in Hawaii for a month, and still others will
spend a few days to a few weeks enjoying the sun and the beautiful beaches nearby.
Some of our members will work on the computer doing online class work, Face Book social
connecting-- and others will attend our Brethren Annual Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania including Pastor James and Brenda Isaacs, and Jayden. Some families will spend
time on the coast enjoying the cool weather and the beaches, while most will probably stay
here in Bakersfield and bake in the sun (smile) or work and play using their A/C. Some of
the youth will find themselves preparing for college and a few will attend NYC. The church

will go on with her ministry in the city.

Some of our leaders will worry about the budget (me, too); some will worry about the care
of the members, and still others will be concerned about the care of the buildings and
grounds. The church will go on, although the attendance will be down during the summer
months. However, we can overcome the attendance battle if each member will become an
ambassador of one to invite friends, neighbors and family members to come and partici-
pate in the church worship services, including the Jesus Celebration on Sunday evenings,
and Sunday School on Sunday mornings. Additionally, this will be an excellent time to put
the Side-Door ministry to work.

Secondly, throughout all our adventures and assignments this summer, it is good for us to

keep one portion of scripture in n
nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper
121:4,5)

We have finished the first half of the year with prayer for healing and hope; we also will
have a mends ‘haedalmen grelindgted o attendlagmwall @s to brifg a
son, nephew, uncle or a friend or two. We will begin the second half of the year with our
Wonderful Wednesday evenings with a focus on outreach. We will begin to plan for the
church celebration of our 80t anniversary, building on the promises of God and finishing
the course that was begun 80 years ago. On July 31st, Brenda and | will celebrate our 40t
wedding anniversary. Congratulations to Brendal!

Pastor James

N i

The Community Church of the Brethren exists to help people grow in their faith in Jesus Christ and work together for the glory of God and our neighbor’s good.
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Church Office Hours
Volunteer Office Staff
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:32:00
Phone: 661-323-1011 Fax: 661-323-1007
Pastor James Isaacs
661-829-2961 (home)
Church Mailing Address:
Community Church of the Brethren
327 A Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304
Church website: www.bccob.org
Church email: bakersfieldcob@hotmail.com

.Birthdays, Anniversaries, a
§  June Birthdays: Olivia Celedon, 3rd; Clarence Johnson, 8th;
Judy Mitchell, 9th; Timothy Matthias, 15th; Periann Hodges,
17th; Phil Sexton, 17th; Stephanie Herder, 18th;
Cecilia Blockley, 21st; Michael Brown, 21st;
Audrey Logan, 26th; Dave Orton, 29th; Sahara Long 30th;
Josh Wurmnest, 30th.

§ June Anniversaries: Sherlo & Ila Shively, 1st (61 years);
Marvin & Virginia Belcher, 4th (62 years); Carl & Avanelle
Woody, 9th (60 years); Mark & Donna McGraw, 17th (29
years); Adam & Katherine Almeda, 27th (1 year)

§  1st Tuesday Potluck, June 1 at 12:30 pm in Hopwood Hall.
§ Potluck & Congregational Forumd June 6 beginning at 12pm.

§ Ken Neher & Stan Noffsinger visit at the Woody home, June 16
at 2:00 pm

8§ Fatherdés Day BBQ Dinner, Jun

8 Movie Nightd Friday, June 18 at 7:00 pmd the featured movie

18

8§ Fatherds Day is June 20

Worship Volunteer Schedule

Scripture Readings for June

June 60 1 Kings 17:824; Psalm 146;
Galatians 1:1124; Luke 7:1117

June 136 1 Kings 21:121a; Psalm 5:18;
Galatians 2:1521; Luke 7:368:3

June 200 1 Kings 19:115a; Psalm 42;
Galatians 3:2329; Luke 8:2639

June 276 2 Kings 2:12, 614; Psalm 77:12, 11-20;
Galatians 5:1, 125; Luke 9:5162

June 20 - Godly Relationships Through Faith
(Galatians 3:26 -29)

June 27 - Life in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16)

Weekly Prayer Emphasis
June 60 Glendora Church
June 130 Iglesia de Cristo Genesis (South Central L.A.)
June 209 Iglesia de Cristo Sion (church plant in Pomona)

June 276 Imperial Heights Church (South Central L.A.)

June 6
Worship Leader éééeéeééé. . eéléeé.
Storytellerééeééeééeéeéeééeéeé.| . N
NurseryéééeééeéeééééeéelJohannfah
Stewardééééeéeééeceééeéee. Nfo r m

June 13
Worship Leader ééée. ééééeée. . [Kri
StorytelleréééééeééééeéeééeéepBre
Nurseryéééeééeéecééeeéeé. . Karjl i
Stewardéééeéeéeécééeéeéecée Al an
hd mor eé JuneZOII”,, R P
Worship Leaderééeéeéeé. .. eéeéeM
Storytelleréééééeeééééeééé.dan
Nurseryéééeéééeeéééeéeé. Shawn| Mo
Stewardééééééeéecééeeéecé. Dlel b

June 27
Wor ship Leaderéééééeééeééeée.| Ri
StorytelleréééécéééééeéécééélShi
Nursery eéééeeéééeeeéeéeéeéenl| I
Stewardéééééeéééeécé
We appreciate the gifts of skills and service that these

volunteers provide.
Worship Topics for June

19 O ROKBT PMaytpERY °B, EOETC A
June 6 - Communion Service (Matthew 26:17 -30)
June 13 - Put Your Faith in Jesus (Galatians 2:15 -21)
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Echoes from the Past
Submitted by lla Shively

From the August 4, 1986 Echoes
HOW TO BEAT THE HEAT

I. Refresh your mind by reading the 'good news' in the Bi-
ble.

2. Face the billowy breeze of the Holy Spirit.
3. Swim continually in God's love.

4. Shower yourself with God's beautiful blessings.

Matthew & Trisha Keeling have moved.

Their new address is:

26630 Barton Road, Apt. 1111
Redlands, CA 92373

About the Bible

How many words does the Bible contain?

According to the best estimate available, the King
James Version of the Bible contains 773,692
words, of which 592,439 are in the Old Testa-
ment and 181,253 in the New Testament. Compu-
tations of the exact number of words in the Bible
vary considerably. Apparently all of those who
have undertaken to count the words in the Bible
did not agree on just what constitutes a word in
every particular case. Although German generally
contains more
man Bible contains approximately the same num-
ber of words as the King James Version. Psalms,
with 43,743 words, is the longest book in the Bi-
ble. The shortest book in the Bible is 111 John,
which only contains 299 words. Luke, with 25,944
words, is the longest book in the New Testament,
while the shortest book in the Old Testament is
Obadiah, with 670 words. Of the some 181,253
words in the New Testament, it is estimated that
the number attributed to Jesus is about 36,450.

From: A Book About the Bibldoy George Stimpson
1945, Harper Brothers Publishers, New York, NY

Our Caring Corner...

As a family of faith, it is our privilege and responsi-
bility to lift one another up in prayer. As a family of
faith, we ask that you keep these concerns in your
prayers ¢é

Prayer Concerns:

The good health of all who attend our church
The growth of our church in 2010

Ongoing Prayer Focus Points:
Chuck & Shirley Boyer, health concerns
Becky Copeland, ongoing health concerns
Mandy Morris, Huntington’s Disease
Shawn Lipton, Muscular Dystrophy
Worldwide Peace
PSWD Banner Prayer Partner, Iglesia de Cristo Genesis
PSWD Officers, Board, and Staff
Felton Daniels, PSWD Moderator 2010
Don Booz, PSWD Executive Minister
Shawn Flory Replogle, CoB Moderator 2010
Stanley Noffsinger, CoB General Secretary
For all of our congregation’s ministries and leaders
Opportunities to serve our immediate community
Global Food Crisis Fund, June Benevolence

Spiritual growth opportunities:
Morning Worship
Jesus Celebration
Christian Education classes
Women'’s Fellowship
Men’s Fellowship
Women’s Book Group
Bible Study Groups
PSWD training programs

syl l abl es |t

Benevolence Emphasis

November ééé. .
December ééeé. . éé
Please remember these agencies with your gifts throughout the year.

Januaryéée.... . éééégéecééccégecépeé
ol JEN Gl shee Lulheros” Geu
Marchéé. .. éé. . éééééééeéeééééeéeééeé. . .
April ééé. .  éééééééééééééeééééeé. éé. .
Mayééé. . éééééééééeéeééeeéeéée. éé. .. ¢
Juneéé. .. ééééééé ééééééééeé ééé
Julyééé. . ééééé. ... ... .. ... ...,
August ééé. . é6é6ééé 6é6éééeeéé Be
September ééééééééééééé. ... .......
Octoberééé. .. .. 6éééeeééé. é6ééééé

Friends are always welcome at our church services
and events.
Invite anyone and everyone. We want to share our
love, our faith, and our fellowship with our friends.
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Caught Off//'neé.?{./
'R

Bible School Humor i Part Two =

MOSES AND THE RED SEA

Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his mother what
he had learned in Sunday School. 'Well, Mom, our
teacher told us how God sent Moses behind en-
emy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites
out of Egypt . When he got to the Red Sea , he
had his army build a pontoon bridge and all the
people walked across safely. Then he radioed
headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bomb-
ers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were
saved.'

'Now, Joey, is that really what your teacher taught
you?' his Mother asked.

'‘Well, no, Mom. But, if | told it the way the teacher
did, you'd never believe it!'

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD

A Sunday School teacher decided to have her
young class memorize one of the most quoted
passages in the Bible - Psalm 23.. She gave the
youngsters a month to learn the chapter. Little Rick
was excited about the task - but he just couldn't
remember the Psalm. After much practice, he
could barely get past the first line.

On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite
Psalm 23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was
so nervous. When it was his turn, he stepped up to
the microphone and said proudly, "The Lord is my
Shepherd, and that's all | need to know.'

UNANSWERED PRAYER

The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that
her father always paused and bowed his head for
a moment before starting his sermon. One day,
she asked him why.

‘Well, Honey,' he began, proud that his daughter
was so observant of his messages. 'I'm asking the
Lord to help me preach a good sermon.’

'How come He doesn't answer it?' she asked.

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Bible Study is open to anyone in the congregation,
meeting at 7:30 pm. Please bring a study Bible with
you and read the passage before coming. Please join
us as we study the Bible together. Friends are wel-
come to join us also. The schedule for this month is:

Bible Study is on break for the Summer

Ken Neher and Stan Noffsinger visit

On June 16, 2010 at 2:00 pm Carl and Avanelle Woody will
be hosting a meeting, open to the membership, to meet and
ask guestions of Ken Neher, Director of Stewardship and Do-
nor Development and Stan Noffsinger, General Secretary of
the General Board.

They will share, first hand, the important achievements that
are taking place in the brotherhood, both in the United States
and overseas.

The meeting will be held at their home at 8000 Wimbley Way
in the Vineyards.

A Fatheroés Day BBQ Dinner will
June 19, 5:00 pm in Hopwood Hall.

The theme is "Country and Western" and there will be
a guest group to do music. The men will furnish and
cook the meats, and women of the congregation are
invited to bring side dishes such as salads, baked
beans, corn -on-the -cob, bread and desserts. All men
are invited, and are strongly urged to bring sons,
brothers, nephews, uncles, cousins and friends. Men
are requested to sign up in the Narthex so we can get
an idea of how many will attend.

Womaends Caucus Cal l

At Annual Conference the
speaker will be Nancy Faus -Mullen, well -known musi-
cian and former Bethany Theological seminary profes-
sor. As usual, there will be a Caucus book in the exhibit
hall and a silent auction at the luncheon. There is a call

for volunteers to help staff the booth and to provide
items for the silent auction. Auction items can be hand-
made items or purchased items, such as jewelry, paint-
ings, photographs, scarves, etc. If you are interested in
providing an item for the auction or would be willing to
help staff the booth, please contact Doris Dunham for
more information. Thank you for your help.

Wo ha e n
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Heber the Kenite (Judges 4-5)

By Doris H. Dunham

During the time of Deborah ruling as a judge of Israel, there was
to be a huge battle with the enemy soldiers of Canaan under the
leadership of King Hazor's commander, Sisera. Sisera was
known to be a ferocious warrior with a huge army. Deborah
chose Barak to be her general, but even though she assured
him that God had promised the Israelites victory, Barak would
not go to war without Deborah present. Eventually Deborah
relented and the Israelites called out the Canaanites. Deborah
planned to meet them at the Wadi Kishon. The furious battle
went as God had said, and all the troops of Sisera fell by the
sword. However, Sisera escaped and ran away on foot.

Sisera fled to Heber’s land and to the tent of Heber’s wife, Jael.
Heber was the Midianite clan leader. Sisera asked Jael for a
drink of water, a common request for hospitality. Instead, Jael
gave him milk, an even more precious drink. Sisera lay down to
rest and asked Jael to guard the entrance to the tent, to keep
him safe from anyone pursuing him. However, when Sisera fell
asleep, Jael took a tent peg and hammer and drove the tent peg
through Sisera’s temple into the ground, and Sisera died. On
that day, Sisera was defeated at the hands of two women, Deb-
orah and Jael.

When Barak arrived at Heber’s camp, Jael met him and took him
to the body of his enemy Sisera. This action of Jael's causes
some question because the Kenites were allies of the Canaan-
ites, not the Israelites. However, there may have been some
previous dealings with the Canaanites that caused the Midia-
nites to turn on them and favor the Israelites, at least in this
instance.

Jael means “a wild or mountain goat.” The milk was kept in a
skin bottle made of sewed goat or lamb skins with the hair side
out and sealed so as to not leak. These bottles were common in
Biblical days to store and carry water, milk, wine, or other lig-
uids and there are numerous references to skin bottles in the
scriptures.

On the day of the defeat of Sisera by two women, the Canaanite
oppression of the Israelites ended and the Israelites began the
next stage of expansion into Canaan.

Resources: All the people in the Bible by Losch;
Women of the Bible by Syswerda; and the
NRSVtranslation of the Bible.

A

IXOYE
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8 JVI'P'I\-I %A‘IYJ'TO B>I<E ELﬁED \INITCE SOMETHING

Hoyt Griffith, Prison Chaplain

Corn to plant. Hills to plow. A promised Spring in Penn-
sylvania.

Bill and Ruth had a child. His name was Peter in honor
of Peter Hill. Bill kept tabs on the two trees planted for
Susan and Peter. Bill and his wife continued with the
church. Attendance seemed less than before. Bill loved
the Brethren. It wasn't flashy. The church remained
solid in the word of God.

A stranger started coming to church. He hovered in the
back pew. He never sang. He had double scars inside
and out. His left leg was all he had to walk on. Though
the church members tried their best to make him

feel welcome, he stayed to himself.

He lived in a local boarding house. The other members
of the facility called him "Mr. Few Words." "Yes," "No,"
"Maybe," "OK," were the usual answers he would give.
The stranger would miss many of the group meals. The
door to his room remained shut. The low hum of a

TV set could be heard throughout the day.

At night he would roam the town. A late night cafe would
always have a double hot for him: black steaming coffee
and hot apple pie. The local police cruiser al-

ways noticed the man, but never talked to him. Strug-
gling with one leg, his face told with each step he wasn't
taking any meds.

Why did he come? No one knew him. What does he
want? His weekly pattern never varied.

The year aged. The season was Christmas. A candle
light service was planned. All were in the spirit except
the stranger. When candles were handed out to each
person, Bill heard the stranger say, "I hate candles!!!!"

Music, prayers, three wise men, the star, and the great-
est star of all--the new born Jesus. Such rejoicing. The
service was almost over. The stranger, in the middle of
a song, started coming forward. Bill kept an eye on him
thinking there could be trouble.

All were in silence. The man turned to face the worship-
ers.

Continued on page 8
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FAITH VIGNETTE

COGNITIVE THINKING MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE

A few years ago | was completing a graduate program (my second one) and one of the professors, Professor Gray, introduced me

to the concept and process of ACognitive Thi nkould g/, 0
think of it as a science, but it is also an art. Professor Gray held us responsible for three hours of cognitive thinking per week for

each 10-week period, accompanied by three hours of reading and three hours of writing, which made a total of 90 hours of activities

for the term.

When | first started to practice cognitive tiliienki|Bagt

after | got the hang of itd | loved itd and ever since | have been trying to apply it to every area of my life. In the course, CT was to
be used for trouble-shooting and problem-solving in the area of educational leadership. When you apply that process to a scenario,
you need to come up with a number of solutions before you attack the problem directly; you also have to research the definitive
answers and have them at hand before any questitodngs a
why | like it.

This kind of thinking can be applied at home, at school, in the church, temple or synagogue, in the business office, certainly at the
police department, in the grocery store, etc. In fact, sometimes we can endanger our lives by not using CT, as in the case of a don-
key that was nearing the point of starvation. He had been wandering through a desert area for days without finding any grazing
land. Just as he was at the point of giving up, beautiful fields of grass showed up on both sides of the road. The donkey stood still,
paralyzed in wonderment, |l ooking back and f or tddsidef|{r om
where he wanted to eat first. While he was trying to make this decision, he collapsed and died. If the donkey had just used CT, he
would have just gone to either one of the fields and started eating right away. After he had regained his strength, he could have
decided later which field had the best tasting grass!

When | was working with small groups of students who were low in reading, | had some twin boys (third and fourth grades) who
were capable of bursting any learning bubble at willd and they delighted in doing so. When | first encountered them, | had them in

separate groups; | didnét realize what a bl esaslseng| t h
cretly began to call them the ATwin Towers ofofti2i s|tr a
|l esson, one of these twins raised his hand. (mothshojugh
real name) . 0 He said, AHey teacher, do you know tjhat
derailed for that session. And he knew thdth e was counting on it. | wasnodt 8s i
case, there is no Ainstanto version of it . Bitential d e|e p
mi nute, 0 and | continued with the | esson as best [ C

But when we do have time to practice CT correctly, it has the ability greatly enrich and enhance our lives.

Jesus practiced Cognitive Thinking all during his earthly ministry and taught others to do so. There are so many instances where
people came to Jesus and asked him a question, an|d h
the questioners were not used to this technique, so they were often baffled and dumbfounded when Jesus did this. Perhaps my
favorite episode of this occurred when some people (men) brought a woman to Jesus who had actually been caught committing
adul tery. Testing Jesus, the accusers wanted t &- klnow
esting thing is that they only had it half right, since the law required that the man and woman bothbe put to death. Amazingly, Je-
sus did not say a word! He just started writing on the ground. Theologians have come up with many theories about what Jesus was
writing. Some people thought that he was writing a list of the names of the men in that particular crowd who had been with the
woman. Some say he might have been writing dates and places where the various men had been with the woman. In any case, the
men all rushed to get away from that place as quickly as possible, starting with the oldest of them when they saw the writing. What-
everitwas, itwas powerfulds o power f ul t hat in a little while, on|y
where are your ac c u goeerlesusfargiveS theavaman gn thé spoiatdlling hettogoyand sinenarmere. a
That is one of the best examples of eliciting Cognitive Thinking that | have ever seen. And just think, if we applied Dr. Gray's 3-step
method to our Bible reading and studying, our spiritual lives would be greatly enhanced.

Brenda Isaacs




June 2010

Tue

1

10a-12p Food Bank
12:30 pm 1st Tuesday
Potluck Lunch

7:00 pm Grace Group

Melissa Cokely

Sara Diaz

Jerry Dumatrait

Darlene Dumatrait

Lindsay Dumatrait

6

Potluck/Forum 12pm

Glendora Church

Jamie Dumatrait

Phillip Dumatrait

8

10a-12p Food Bank
7:00 pm Grace Group

Krista Dumatrait

9

Maddox Dumatrait

10

Jaclynn Dumatrait

"

Vivian Dumond

12

Doris Dunham

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Deacons 7:30 am
7:00 pm Movie Night Green Thumb Garden
10a-12p Food Bank Club 8:00 am-12:30 pm
7:00 pm Grace Group
Men’s BBQ 5:00 pm
Iglesia de Cristo
Genesis (Pomona)
Sahara Long Hoyt Griffith Chris Hartzell Lois Herder Nick Herder Stephanie Herder Remi Herder
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Father 6s
10a-12p Food Bank
7:00 pm Grace Group
Iglesia de Cristo
Sion ( South Centra
L.A)
Bob Herder Vicki Herder Anna Herder Sophia Herder William Herder Tiphanie Hernandez Jael Wells
27 28 29 30
Deacons 8:15 am
10a-12p Food Bank
7:00 pm Grace Group
Imperial Heights
Church (South Cen-
tral L.A.)
9
Alan Hodges Billie Hodges Hunter Hodges Periann Hodges ra e' s nav

Items initalics on Sundays are the PSWD Prayer emphasis for that day. Please remember to pray for them all week lo
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"WITH DAYS TO BE PLANTED WITH SOMETHING" continued from page 5

"My name is Frank. | am the man who heard the last words of Peter Hill. It was about tears. With my leg gone,
| am no longer useful to the military. | wasn't about to be stuffed behind some desk nesting papers that don't
mean anything. So | came to you. My skills to the military are no longer needed. | can kill a man faster than my
opponent could figure a way to kill me."

"| felt it a duty to keep my men alive and send them home to be what they were meant to be. Some returned to be
winners or losers. My job was to keep them breathing. The rest of their days are their responsibility."”

i |  c Reted agdligious fool. | came here to find his God. Help me. | am with days to be filled with something. |
want to know Peter's Lord."

All cried. All came forward to embrace a new brother struggling to find Christ. He asked the pastor for a candle.
He asked if he could remain until it burned out.

Little did Henry Hill realize, the pastor from so long ago, had planted not just in his fields, but in God's
church. Sam, his son, so loved the holy words. His grandson Peter following the call to prison to touch Bill and
others, and finally to the Kkilling fields to help bring God life to Sergeant Frank.

On each Sunday the doors open. The Church of the Brethren and others call upon the Lord. He still calls. Listen.
Much work to be done until a Frank, a Bill, or the stranger has a chance to be enclosed into the fold.

Always to God's glory, Amen.

The Palm and A Echoes is published the first week of the month Ig§othe ThePALM and i AUSPEMODE®30)is published monthly for freg
munity Church of the Brethren, 327 Street by theCommunity Church of the Brethren, 327 A Street, Bakersfield, Ca 93308%.

Church - g Periodical postage paid at Bakersfield, California.
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