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THE COLORFUL HISTORY OF A PEOPLE

February has been designated as African American History month, and over the past
number of years in African American churches, members celebrate the accomplish-
ments and contributions of African Americans to the church, to the country, and to
the world. The church, as well as our country, are indeed aware of the contributions
of a diversified people in the nation, and in the churches more and more congrega-
tions are becoming diversified. After listening to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir pre-
sent an evening of Negro Spirituals the other night, | thought that it would be inter-
esting to see some areas of worship that different races of people have made an im-
pact upon in Christianity -- from the Old Testament, the New Testament and in our
contemporary society. From the book of Jeremiah, a man named Ebed -Melech, a
Cushite, saved Jeremiah from death by lifting him up from a cistern. From the New
Testament we find in the book of Luke that Simon of Cyrene carried the cross for
Jesus. Inthe book of Acts we find that Philip baptized a eunuch from Ethiopia.

In the United States of America we see that the slaves and their descendants have

also made some great contributions to the growth of this country and have given a

lot of input in the religious development of this great nation. From the field of music

we have the Negro spirituals, gospel music, and in the greater society we have jazz
other popular music as well. Most Americans are aware of African contributions to

the medical field as well as the scientific field. For instance, George Washington

Carver unlocked the mystery of the peanut. Paul Laurence Dunbar (June 27, 1872 &
February 9, 1906) was a seminal American poet of the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies. The first clock to be made in America was created by a black man -- Benjamin
Bannekerfi and he also wore many other hats: as farmer, mathematician, astrono-
mer, author and land surveyor.

Dr. Charles Drew was the inventor of the Blood Bank. It's impossible to determine
how many hundreds of thousands of people would have lost their lives without the
contributions of African  -American inventor, Dr. Charles Drew. This physician, re-
searcher and surgeon revolutionized the understanding of blood plasma  dleading to
the invention of blood banks. Drew excelled from early on in both intellectual and
athletic pursuits. After becoming a doctor and working as a college instructor, Drew
went to Columbia University to do his Ph.D. on blood storage. He completed a thesis
t it | Radked®Bloodd t hat detailed a method of
allowing it to be dehydrated for later use. It was the first time Columbia awarded a
doctorate to an African -American.
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Continued on page 3

The Community Church of the Brethren exists to help people grow in their faith in Jesus Christ and work together for the glory of God and our neighbor’s good.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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Church Office Hours
Volunteer Office Staff
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:3@2:00
Phone:661-323-1011 Fax: 661-323-1007
Pastor James Isaacs
661-829-2961 (home)
Church Mailing Address:
Community Church of the Brethren
327 A Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304
Church website: www.bccob.org
Church email: bakersfieldcob@hotmail.com

.Birthdays, Anniversaries, @&
§ February Birthdays: Rocky Bess, 4th; James Isaacs, 8th; D
Orton, 12th; Joyce Martinson, 18th; Jackie Johnson, 19th
Shawn Montgomery, 25th; Alan Hodges, 26th; Viviar
Dumond, 29th.

§ February Anniversaries: Buddy and Terri Burke, 28th.

§ Val ent i né &rdayDebnuarg 12, 6pm, China Palace.

§ Potluck and Congregational Forum, Sunday, February 14.
§ Movie Nightd Friday, February 19 at 7:00 pm

§  Youth Sub Sandwich Lunct® Sunday, February 21.

Worship Volunteer Schedule

February 7
Worship Leader éééeéeééé. . éé
Storytellerééééeééeéeéeée. Ti
Nurseryéééeééeéeééeéeée. .. Ros
Stewardééééeéécééeécéecée. S
February 14
Worship Leader ééée. ééééeeéeéé
Storytellerééééééeééééé. Sh
Nurseryééeéeééeééeecéeéé. . B
Stewardééeééeééecéeééeéée. . A
) February 21
"o S p Leader éééééé...éé
Storytell erééééééeéééééeéé.
Nurseryéééeééééeéeéééeéeé. . Kar
Stewardééééeééecéeééceé. D
February 28
Worship Leaderéeééeeéeé. .
Storytellerééeéécééececéeéece
Nursery.. éééééeéeéééeéeéeéeée. . T
Stewardééééeééécéeécé.

We appreciate the gifts of skills and service that these
volunteers provide.
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Scripture Readings for February

February 70 lIsaiah 6:1-8 (9-13); Psalm 138;
1 Corinthians 15:211; Luke 5:111

February 146 Exodus 34:2935; Psalm 99;
2 Corinthians 3:124:2; Luke 9:2836 (3%43)

February 216 Deut. 26:311; Psalm 91:12, 9-16;
Romans 10:8H13; Luke 4:1-13

February 280 Genesis 15:412, 1718; Psalm 27;
Philippians 3:174:1; Luke 13:3235

Weekly Prayer Emphasis

Feb. 70 Barbara Daté: Personal Style & Communica-
tion (18-22)

Feb. 140 Camp La Verne Winter Youth Camp (1315)
Feb. 210 Bakersfield Church

Feb. 280 NACC: Credentialing Interviews (Mar. 5-6)

Echoes from the Past
Submitted by lla Shively

Excerpts from April , 1986 Echoes Editorial by Bob Morris

We must be a forgiving church of forgiven people. We must
be forgiving because initially everyone of us has been for-
given. We must be forgiving because occasionally we all fall
short and need forgiveness ourselves.

When we say, "Come as you are!" the emphasis should not
be so much on the clothes we wear, but rather on the spiri-
tual condition. The church is where we needy people can
deal with our sins and be forgiven.

We must always point to the crucified, resurrected Savior
who died to take away the sins of the world. We must lift him
up. Then we must demonstrate the fact that he forgives re-
pentant persons by our also being forgiving. We forgive be-
cause he forgives. We are not condoning sin, however, only
forgiving one another.

We don't want to give the appearance that we approve of
sin. We must maintain high spiritual standards for our-
selves. But on the other hand, we are forgiven people, who,
like Christ ought to be forgiving.
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A Colorful History cont. from pg. 1
In 1950, the Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded

the Nobel Peace Prize to the first non  -white person,
the African -American and United Nations official,
Ralph Bunche. He received the Peace Prize for his ef-
forts as mediator between Arabs and Jews in the Is-
raeli -Arab war in 1948 -1949. These efforts resulted in
armistice agreements between the new state of Israel
and four of its Arab neighbors: Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon
and Syria.

Over the centuries, many African Americans have
distinguished themselves in the areas of entertain-

ment, musichand even preachi ng!

forget Sidney Poitierds cofn
0OGuess Whodbs Commi agikesalthedDi nn
Field. 6 And people |Iike Mari

ald, Sammy Dawvis, Jr., Lena Horne Bill Robinson, and
Denzel Washington easily come to mind. We also cannot
forget Duke Ellington, Count Basie, John Coltrane, Billie
Holiday, Jester Hairston, and others. Some of them

had very tragic lives, but we cannot forget the gifts

they gave to the world.

Some of the outstanding preachers have included men
and women like Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Joseph
Lowery, Sojourner Truth, Dr. Ella Mitchell, Adam Clay-
ton Powell, Elder Seymour( who started the Azusa
Street Revival) and his wife, and many others.
God is no respecter of persons, and he distributes

gifts as He chooses. As we enter into this period of
time, let us be thankful for the great part African
Americans have played in building this country. And let
us remember that a verse of the chorus in the song
oWe Shall Overcome6 i s o0 bl ack and
it is written, so |l et it bég
will try to use as many multi -cultural worship tools as
we canfi songs, poems, writings, quotations, etc. This is
to make us aware of the rich and colorful history of all
our people, whether they be Caucasian ( European), Af-
rican American, African, Hispanic, Native American or
Caribbean.

Pastor James
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Our Caring Corner...

As a family of faith, it is our privilege and responsi-
bility to lift one another up in prayer. As a family of
faith, we ask that you keep these concerns in yo
prayers ¢é

Prayer Concerns:
The good health of all who attend our church
The growth of our church in 2010

Ongoing Prayer Focus Points:
Kent Garvey, cancer
Rosalia Celedon, cancer

never

a n Becky, Gopeland, orgging health cogeerns; |,

Mandy Morris, Huntington’s Disease

Shawn Lipton, Muscular Dystrophy .
Abfidiitiepéale 11 & Fitzger -
PSWD Banner Prayer Partner, Iglesia de Cristo Genesis
PSWD Officers, Board, and Staff
Jim Martinez, PSWD Moderator
Don Booz, PSWD Executive Minister
Shawn Flory Replogle, CoB Moderator 2010
Stanley Noffsinger, CoB General Secretary
For all of our congregation’s ministries and leaders
Opportunities to serve our immediate community
Gideons, January Benevolence

Spiritual growth opportunities:
Morning Worship
Jesus Celebration
Christian Education classes
Women'’s Fellowship
Men’s Fellowship
Women’s Book Group
Bible Study Groups

doneé During this month, we

Benevolence Emphasis
JanuAary66é. |  GECEEEEECCEEEEEEEEE
February. éé. . é
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Marcheéé. .. éé. . ééeééécééecéécéeéee. ..
April ééé. .  ééééééééééééééééeéeé. éé. .
Mayééé. . ééééééééééeécéeéeéeéeeéee. ¢é. . . ¢
Juneéé. ..  ééééééé ééééééééeé ééé
Julyééé. . ééééé. ... ... ... .. .......
August ééé. . éééeéé ééééééééé Be

November ééé. .
December ééé. . éé. . . . . . . . ... ... ...,
Please remember these agencies with your gifts throughout the year.

eééeééécééeceééecéeéeepé

LAmm R


http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2001/index.html
http://nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1950/index.html
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Caught Off//'neé//{f
g

GOD ENJOYS A GOOD LAUGH!

There were 3 good arguments that Jesus was Black:

1. He called everyone brother
2. He liked Gospel
3. He didn't get a fair trial

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus wagdewish:

1. He went into His Father's business

2. He lived at home until he was 33

3. He was sure his Mother was a virgin and his Moth
was sure Hevas God

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus waftalian:

1. He talked with His hands

2. He had wine with His meals

3. He used olive oil

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was &alifornian:

1. He never cut His hair

2. He walked around barefoot all the time

3. He started a new religion

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was aAimerican Indian:

1. He was at peace with nature

2. He ate a lot of fish

3. He talked about the Great Spirit

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus watfrish:

1. He never got married

2. He was always telling stories

3. He loved green pastures

But the most compelling evidence of aB proofs that
Jesus waa woman:

1. He fed a crowd at a moment's notice when there
virtually no food

2. He kept trying to get a message across to a bunch

men whojust didn't get it
3. And even when He was dead, He had to getup b
cause there wadill work to do

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Bible Study is open to anyone in the congregation,
meeting at 7:30 pm. Please bring a study Bible with
you and read the passage before coming. Please join
us as we study the Bible together. Friends are wel-
come to join us also. The schedule for this month is:

February 3 fi 2 Chronicles Ch. 31 -33
February 10 fi2 Chronicles Ch. 34 -36

and Summary of 1/2 Chronicles
February 17 A Intro & EzraCh.1 -2
February 24 A EzraCh.3 -4

4
-9

A Valentinebds Dinner wil/ be
at 6:00pm at China Palace Restaurant (in the old Mer-
vynds shopping center).
invited to attend. The cost is $14.00 and includes the
buffet, a beverage, tax and tip. Payment is requested
in advance and can be given to Terri Burke or Karoline
Lecrone. If you are paying by check, please make
your check payable to Terri Burke. A sign -up sheetis

posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Al

v
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/
b - Please note the following address informati
i Virginia Witthans
170024 Ashe Rd.

Bakersfield, CA 93309

Chrisr vhea

Cornersl’o

661-833-0170

Jessica Uhl

352 Palm Avenue #3
Oakland, CA 94610
5743207074

Email: uhljess@yahoo.com
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Wo men of tAthadiah&dJeHoshe&ba

by Doris Hopwood Dunham

womends | ives wer
gle secretive act. Athaliah was the granddaughter of Om
one of | srael 6s most i dolfat
daughter of Ahab and (most likely) Jezebel as well. Shg w
the only woman to rule over Judah. While Ahab and Jegel
were promoting Baal worship in Israel, Athaliah was promot
ing it in Judah. She was married to Jehoram (Joram), Ki
Judah. Because of her own desire and need for power,|wH
her son, King Ahaziah was killed, she murdered membars

These two

her own family (primarily her grandsons) to secure that ppwer
and ruled for six years.
is Great. o

Jehosheba was a princess and the wife of the High Prigst
hoi ada. Jehosheba means
courageous woman who saved the Davidic line, from whic|
the Messiah would come.

[da)

The story comes from 2 Kings 1141 1216 and 2 Chroniclgs
22:1012. When the palace coup of Jehu, King of Isfae
ended, in which Jezebel, Jehoram/Joram and Ahaziah| wd
killed, Jehu killed all/l 0
ing her seventy halbrothers. With her son the king de
Athaliah saw this as her opportunity and had all of the Da
claimants massacred and declared herself Queen of
However, her infant grandson Joash escaped, being s
out of the palace by Jehosheba.

f
ad,
vid
Jud

Jehosheba secretly raised Joash for six years while Athali
reigned as a cruel and cebddbod tyrant. When Joash was
seven years ol d, the High

band) brought the boy into the public and proclaimed and
secrated him as the rightful king of Judah. The people,
hated the evil Athaliah, immediately rose up in a rebel
Athaliah herself led the palace troops to put down the rgbe
lion but she was captured and executed. The crowd| th
gladly acknowledged Joash as their king with the High Rrie
Jehoiada as his Regent, mentor, and friend. With the Igad
ship of Joash and Jehoiada, the people turned back to wqgrsh
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ANCIENT OF DAYS (Conclusion)
A serial story by Hoyt Griffith, Prison Chaplain
2 K2 gla GKAAa G20KSNE GKIFG aN]

i@ell fiafe UH Wds thé Hgge’st ndnSint the prison Wirs! Murpiy s
A

Orth%r,uﬂs ' aaynQdu eN\‘/y\iEIIK u k iur?Sthe. Edé(%%aa%v
hS '

F ks s2NRa 2F GKS .A0tS BSNB
ell mate just melted when he spoke with Mrs. Murphy. He spo
e(ﬂ chapel, and the men who came with the words of Jesus.

J1’hough Peter had zero interest in all this, Mrs. Murphy pulled h

Tl A1 0 5egf i R Byt whalcan vy 3y fo somgopig o

een arrested 29 times and is serving his ninth prison term? P¢g
thought

J%Itgog_qh Peét(a#did ﬂqt see itﬂ'nahiwge.lf, gll the %eﬁu_g hevr\mlag gea

Hrom his grandtather, his father, and his uncle was inside him, b

long arm of Mrs. Murphy dragged him to speak to a convict con
gation of onel!l!

feATS a8SSYSR 322R® t SGSNRA KI
and hisssoniJesus avere sp alivRi Alfujure with Susanseemad §
a weekily visit driving Mrs. Murphy and Susan was looked forwg
do also.

ah. L
{dzal yQa AYODBAUSR
New York. The story had been heard before: small town girl mg
Al Ay GKS o6A3 OAGex {dal yQa
Ament firms in the world.

FSusarewsould be gore éor jestdaashor tilne. ihe sateavhsaSépse
N11, 2001.

o]

.An offsite security camera attached to a building across from th
[Trade Center that survived the 9/11 attack showed Susan smili
eBntering the building doors to see her friend.

5t

ePeter thought the next door Susan saw would be the gates of
iReaven. The next day, Mrs. Murphy died of a heart attack.

never exercised. The excitement he learned from Susan, and the

m

ter
1rn§d
ut
gre-

V R
right;
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KSH
king
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e
ng,

ing the Lord God and doing what was right in the sight of the
Lord. Seeing Bill was hard for Peter that week. Bill asked where Mrs.
Murphy and Susan were. Tears, this time, fell on both sides of the
The Worship Topics for February are: glass.
/ OAOCATT 4T DEAd O3AOAAIEQL\; rdEbs @ yR B % ks ok
) look the same in Pennsylvania. Evening was coming.
Feb. # There is no back seat or hole too deep for the plang
of God (Jeremiah 38:13, James 29) He stopped by a church and sat on the steps to watch the sad $un-
asSido ! KevYylt gla 2y GKS aidS|ic
Feb. 14 How deep is the love of God? (John 3:26,
Jeremiah 31:9) Yes He lives in Peter because Susan gave him this experiencq of
1Yy26Ay3 YR tAQGAY3I F2N WSadza|d ¢
Feb. 22 The Fathers Love! (Luke 1524, John 17:2026) God for all the days he had left.
Feb.28 * AOBOSE 1171 OA £ O OEB)#EPAAE | wPDEAOEAT deknfr T
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FAITH VIGNETTE

THERE WAS A SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT IN THAT PLACE

4AEEO DPAOO &OEAAU AOATEI ¢ OEA 3EOOAOEIT A CAOEA
baby shower for Stephanie Herder. The event was well attended, with around 17 women present, in-
cluding Janelle Keeling, Katherine Keeling, Elizabeth Keeling, Thelma Keeling, Karoline Lecrone,
Stephanie Herder, Lois Herder, Sylvia Herder, Millie Shank, Billie Hodges, Teri Burke, Shirley Burke,
Doris Dunham, Johannah Wurmnest, Jayden Isaacs, Brenda Isaacs, and the youngest afcalle
Wurmnest.

7EAO0 AT xT 1 AT AT AO ah surd tlie Aendvould@ké O Endva BVelIQrethis) par-
ticular instance, we visited a while until everybody arrived, and then Doris led a short devotional. Dur-
ing the devotional, Doris passed out fruit flavored Lifesavers and invited each woman to put one in he
mouth. Then we went into a period of silent prayer. When the Lifesaver was dissolved, that signaled
the end of the prayer period, and then Doris ended with a summary prayer.

After the devotion, Stephanie opened her gifts and showed them to the guests. That was an exciting
time because most women enjoy looking at baby things. Janelle topped that segment off with serving
a beautiful and delicious chocolate cake that had been specially decorated for the shower, along with
other tidbits.

Where do activities like these fit into the plan of God, and how are we blessed by them? In the first
place, they demonstrate unity in community something we need a lot more of in church, and in soci-
ety at large! There was a lot of love, joy, excitement and anticipation in that room Friday night. If the
truth be told, it should be like that every Sunday in church. People enjoying and supporting one an-
other is the key.

In some churches | have sometimes seen anger, rage, competitiveness, dissent, undercutting, mali-
AET OO1 AObh OOOEZARh AOA8 ) ACOAA xEOE 308 *1EI
oughtnotOT AA86

N o~ N o~ N

7EAT AEOOAEAO AOA ET OEA 11T AA OOCCAOOAA AAT OA
esting enough, God created the family first before he introduced the tabernacle, the synagogue and
OEA AEOOAE8 4EAOAGO A OAAOIT & O OEAO9g OEA OA
course, some biblical families did not make a passinggradd 00 OEAO xAO 110 ' 1

fault of the family involved because the members did not follow the principles set forth by the Lord.
That still happens today.

30i 1T AOET Uh xEAT xA £ 117x OEA ,1 OAGO0 DOET AEDI
And practicing the fruit of the Spirit on a daily basis edifies us and glorifies God.

Brenda Isaacs
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February 2010

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir
12:30 pm 1st Tues. 7:30 pm Bible Study
Potluck
7:00 pm Grace Group
Trisha Keeling Aidan Keeling Thelma Keeling Monty Keeling Wes Kraft Katie Kraft

7 8 9 10 1 12 13

Barbara Daté: 10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir 6:00 pm Valentine’s

Personal Style & 7:00 pm Grace Group | 7:30 pm Bible Study Day Dinner @ China

Communication (18 Palace Restaurant

22)

Blayden Kraft Brexton Kraft Doris Ladd Scott Lecrone Karoline Lecrone Mitchell Lecrone Merritt Lecrone

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Deacons 8:15 am

Potluck & Congrega-

tional Forum Movie Night 7:00 pm Green Thumb Garden
10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir Club 8:00 am-1:00 pm
7:00 pm Grace Group 7:30 pm Bible Study

Camp La Verne

Winter Youth Camp

(13-15)

Audrey Logan Joyce Martinson Edmona Mashburn Tim Matthias Roshanna Matthias Sophia Matthias Nicole Matthias

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Youth Sub Sandwich

Lunch
10a-12p Food Bank 6:30 pm Choir Women'’s Fellowship
7:00 pm Grace Group 7:30 pm Bible Study 7:00 pm

Bakersfield Church

Danielle Matthias Timothy Matthias Jim McConnell Diane McConnell Seth McConnell Bradley McConnell Courtney McConnell

28
Deacons 8:15 am

NACC: Credentialing

Interviews (Mar-&

Mark McGraw

Items initalics on Sundays are the PSWD Prayer emphasis for that day. Please remember to pray for them all week lo
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About the Bible
What is the longest word in the Bible?

The longest word in the King James Version of the BibMabershalalhashbazyhich contains
eighteen letters. It occursilgsaiah 8:*4, whi ch reads: fAMoreover
thee a great roll, and write in 1t with
unto me faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechia
went unto the prophetess; and she conceived and bare a son. Then said the Lord to me, (
name Mahershalalhashbaz. For before the child shall have knowledge to cry, my father, a
mother, the riches of Damascus and the spoils of Samaria shall be taken away before the
Assyria.o Al though printed in the Engl.

really a Hebrew sentence I|literally meani

named one of his sons either actually or figuratively to indicate the impending doom of Syr
Samaria.

a

h. /
Call
nd r

From:A Book About the Bibldoy George Stimpson, 1945, Harper Brothers Publishers, New [Yorl

NY

The Palm and A Echoes is published the first week of the month Iothe ThePALM and @ AQUSPEMOE&®30)is published monthly for freg
munity Church of the Brethren, 327 fA A0 Street Ba by theCommunity Church of the Brethren, 327 A Street, Bakersfield, Ca 9330§.

Church - g Periodical postage paid at Bakersfield, California.
Echoes Editoréécé. . ééééccééeééée. Jé

All articles and announcements for publication infhal| m and @ POSTMASTER: Send address changes t
are due by the third Sunday of the month. Street Bakersfield, CA 93304.
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