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The Palm and A  

Echoes  

The Resurrection Experience 
 

The Resurrection experiences are many and varied through the eyes and feelings of differ-
ent people. On the first day of the week after Jesus was crucified, the two Marys, after what 
had transpired over that weekend, had more than one kind of experience. One of them was 
an emotional experience with questions and a bit of sadness, and they wanted to know 
what had happened to the body of Jesus.  
 
ñWhere have you laid him?ò  asked Mary Magdalene. Once the women came in contact 
with the risen savior, and after he revealed himself to them, their emotions changed from 
sadness to joy.  
 
Then, there is Peter and John running to the empty tomb-- running with curiosity and with 
joy. They, too, found that Jesus was not there. There is also Thomas, who had many 
doubts on that weekend as he exclaimed, ñUnless I can put my hands into his side and my 
finger into the holes in his hands I will not believe.ò Only a week later this doubter experi-
enced Jesus entering a room without opening a door, which became a transformative ex-
perience for Thomas. Now his response was to fall to his knees and worship Jesus.  
 

Additionally, the resurrection story teaches us of the two disciples walking on the road to 
Emmaus who receive a transformational experience with the risen savior. Originally, they 
were walking and talking with themselves when Jesus suddenly joined them and inquired 
of them why they were so sad. After they had reached their destination, they invited Jesus 
into the home to break bread with them. Jesus blessed the bread and their eyes were 
opened; immediately they knew that the stranger that had walked and talked with them on 
the road was the Jesus, the risen savior. They made this classic statement regarding Je-
sus, ñWere not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and open 
the Scriptures to us?ò 
 
In todayôs churches and among Christians as a whole-- how do we experience the resur-
rection of our savior? We can have some of the same experiences as those of that first day 
of the week 2000 years ago, or we can dumb down the experiences and walk and live in 
sadness. It would be better if we were able to run with joy and excitement; we can also 
study the word of God, speak the Word of God and receive a heart burning experience. We 
to can become transformed like Thomas when he was invited to touch Jesus, and we can 
let the power of the resurrection touch us today. The Resurrection should and will bring us 
into an ñAlleluiaò experience as we celebrate the Living Savior 365 days each year. Alleluia. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor James 



Church Office Hours  

Volunteer Office Staff 

Tuesday & Wednesday 8:30-12:00 

Phone: 661-323-1011      Fax: 661-323-1007 

Pastor James Isaacs 

661-829-2961 (home) 

 Church Mailing Address: 

Community Church of the Brethren 

 327 A Street 

 Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Church website: www.bccob.org 

Church email:  bakersfieldcob@hotmail.com 
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 Worship Volunteer Schedule  

 

April 4 

Worship Leaderééééééé..éééé..Nick Herder 

Storytelleréééééééééééé.Karoline Lecrone 

Nurseryéééééééééééé.Shawn Montgomery 

Stewardéééééééééééééé...Sherlo Shively 

 

April 11 

Worship Leaderééé.éééééJohannah Wurmnest 

Storytellerééééééééééééé...Norma Sexton 

Nurseryééééééééééééééé.Billie Hodges 

Stewardééééééééééééééé..Alan Hodges 

 

April 18 

Worship Leaderéééééé...éééé.Janelle Keeling 

StorytellerééééééééééééééBrenda Isaacs  

Nurseryééééééééééééééé.Tim Matthias 

Stewardéééééééééééééé...Delbert Shank 

 

April 25 

Worship Leaderééééééééééé...Hoyt Griffith 

StorytellerééééééééééééééScott Lecrone 

Nursery..éééééééééééé.Roshanna Matthias 

Stewardéééééééééé....................Scott Lecrone 
 

We appreciate the gifts of skills and service that these  

volunteers provide. 

...Birthdays, Anniversaries, and moreé 

 

§ April Birthdays:  Lupe Uribe, 1st; Nick Herder, 2nd; Kali Put-

nam, 2nd; Merritt Lecrone, 4th; Jael Wells, 4th; Maddox Du-

matrait, 8th; Donna McGraw, 8th; Tami McKenzie, 8th; 

Yvonne Cokely, 9th; Delbert Shank, 10th; Katie Kraft, 25th; 

Mildred Shank, 27th; Avanelle Woody, 29th. 

 

§ April Anniversaries: Phil & Norma Sexton, 4th (29 years); 

Delbert & Mildred Shank, 5th (58 years); Rocky & Kathy Bess, 

17th (34 years) 

 

§ Womenôs Book GroupðTBA 

 

§ Movie NightðFriday, April 16 at 7:00 pmðthe featured movie 

is ñBelieve in Me.ò 

 

§ Leadership Team will meet April 18 at 1:00 pm. 

 

§ Womenôs Fellowship Friday, April 23 7pm @ Terri Burkeôs 

Palm & A Echoes  

 
FOOD BANK NEWS and THANKS! 

 
The Food Bank holds many stories of people in need. One was a cancer 
patient with a young son. Another was a mother with four children whose 
husband was out of work. Due to the pressure of being unemployed he 
had  
left his family. One lady who we helped was afraid of the gangs. Her son 
was in jail and belonged to a gang. There were ladies we helped who 
returned with donations for our program to help others. 
 
Some may come because it's an easy way to get groceries but who are 
we to judge? Two ladies who were helped have become faithful attendees 
at our church. 
 
Thanks to Deanna Dillman, Judy Mitchell, and Marilynne Meystrick who 
have been working to update our library in the cottage. They have spent a 
lot of hours taking books out of boxes and organizing the shelves. 
 
Thanks to Shirley Burke, Virgil Miller, and Beverly Monji for working in the 
Food Bank at the cottage while I was on vacation. 
 
Thanks to Johanna Wurmnest ,Brenda Isaacs, Shirley Burke, Beverly 
Monji, and Katherine Almeda , for taking turns leading the Children's 
Church while I was gone. 
 
Thelma Keeling 

Scripture Readings for April 
 

April 4ð Acts 10:34-43; Psalms 118:1-2, 14-24;  

1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18; Luke 24:1-12 

 

April 11ðActs 5:27-32; Psalms 150; Revelation 1:4-8; 

John 20:19-31 

 

April 18ðActs 9:1-20; Psalms 30; Revelation 5:11-14; 

John 21:1-19 

 

April 25ðActs 9:36-43; Psalms 23; Revelation 7:9-17; 

John 10:22-30 

Weekly Prayer Emphasis  

 

April 4ðHillcrest and Casa de Modesto 
April 11ðCircle of Peace Church (Peoria, AZ) 
April 18ðCross Cultural Celebration/Bridge Build-
ing (22-25 
April 25ðCornerstone Community Church 
(Reedley) 
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Our Caring Corner...  
       As a family of faith, it is our privilege and responsi-

bility to lift one another  up in prayer. As a family of 

faith, we ask that you keep these concerns in your 

prayers é 

 

Prayer Concerns:  
 The good health of all who attend our church 

 The growth of our church in 2010 

  

Ongoing Prayer Focus Points:  
 Chuck & Shirley Boyer, health concerns 
 Becky Copeland, ongoing health concerns 

 Mandy Morris, Huntington’s Disease 
 Shawn Lipton, Muscular Dystrophy 
 Worldwide Peace 
       PSWD Banner Prayer Partner, Iglesia de Cristo Genesis 
 PSWD Officers, Board, and Staff  
 Felton Daniels, PSWD Moderator 2010 
 Don Booz, PSWD Executive Minister   
 Shawn Flory Replogle, CoB Moderator 2010 
 Stanley Noffsinger, CoB General Secretary 
 For all of our congregation’s ministries and leaders 
 Opportunities to serve our immediate community 
 Church World Service, April Benevolence 

  

Spiritual growth opportunities:  
     Morning Worship 
      Jesus Celebration  
      Christian Education classes 
  Women’s Fellowship 
  Men’s Fellowship 
  Women’s Book Group 
  Bible Study Groups 
  PSWD training programs 

Benevolence Emphasis  
Januaryééé....ééééééééééééééééééééééééé...ééé...Gideons 

February.éé..ééé...ééé...é...éééééééé.Kern County Food Bank 

Marchéé...éé..éééééééééééééééé....Bethany Homeless Center 

Aprilééé..éééééééééééééééééé.éé..é.éChurch World Service 

Mayééé..éééééééééééééééééé.éé...éé.Habitat for Humanity 

Juneéé...ééééééé..ééééééééé...ééé...Global Food Crisis Fund 

Julyééé..ééééé..........................éé.University of La Verne 

Augustééé..ééééé..ééééééééé....Bethany Theological Seminary 

Septemberééééééééééééé..............Prison Fellowship Ministry 

Octoberééé.....ééééééééé...ééééééé......Heifer International 

Novemberééé..ééé.ééééééééééé.....ééééééé..Salvation Army 

Decemberééé..éé.......................éBakersfield Rescue Mission 
Please remember these agencies with your gifts throughout the year.  

Palm & A Echoes  

Echoes from the Past 
Submitted by Ila Shively 

 
Gleaned from the Editorial  by Dan Mahoney for  July 1, 
1986 
  
  
   TO HAVE ONE YOU MUST BE ONE 
  
In a book by Durbanville, he underscores the importance 
of overcoming the dreaded enemy of loneliness.  He in-
cluded the following excellent quotes that are worthy of 
repeating : Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "A friend may well 
be reckoned the masterpiece of nature."  A small boy de-
fined a friend as, "Someone who knows all about you and 
likes you just the same."  And an old Arab saying goes like 
this:  "A friend is one to whom we may pour out all the 
contents of our hearts, chaff and grain together, knowing 
that the hands will take and sift it, keep what is worth 
keeping, and with the breath of kindness blow the rest 
away."  Durbanville himself made this observation: "A 
friend is the first person to come in when the whole world 
goes out." 
  
Solomon wrote in Proverbs 17:17, "A friend loveth at all 
times."  We can't improve on that definition.  To have 
someone who remains true to us under all circumstances 
is indeed one of life's choicest blessings.   
  
   ---how far would this friend go with you if you were in 
danger - real danger. 
   ---would that friend risk his life - we are told in John 
15:13,   "Greater love has no        
       man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friend." 
  ---would your special friend go that far? 
  
There is such a friend that we may all claim - He did lay 
down His life for us if we would just reach out to Him.  You 
know who that one is.  Yes, that one is Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior, the source of all perfect love (Read John 
15:9-17) 
  
When it comes to friends, 'to have one you must be one'! 
  
I went outside to find a friend 
  But could not find one there 
I went outside to be a friend, 
   And friends were everywhere! 
  

  Dan Mahoney (a former member of this Church) 
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Wednesday Night Bible Study  

  
Bible Study is open to anyone in the congregation, 

meeting at 7:30 pm.  Please bring a study Bible with 

you and read the passage before coming.  Please join 

us as we study the Bible together.  Friends are wel-

come to join us also.  The schedule for this month is:  

 

   April 7 ñEzra Ch. 10 & Summary  

   April 14 ñNehemiah Intro, Ch. 1 - 2 

   April 21 ðNehemiah Ch. 3 - 4 

   April 28 ñNehemiah Ch. 5 - 7  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caught Offlineéé. 

    Let the Truth Be Told!  

  
FLORIDA COURT SETS ATHEIST HOLY DAY  
  

In Florida, an atheist created a case against the 
upcoming Easter and Passover holy days. He 
hired an attorney to bring a discrimination case 
against Christians, Jews and observances of their 
holy days. The  
argument was that it was unfair that atheists had 
no such recognized days.  
  
The case was brought before a judge. After listen-
ing to the passionate presentation by the lawyer, 
the judge banged his gavel declaring, "Case dis-
missed!"  
  
The lawyer immediately stood objecting to the rul-
ing saying, "Your honor, how can you possibly 
dismiss this case? The Christians have Christ-
mas, Easter and others. The Jews have Pass-
over, Yom Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client 
and all other atheists have no such holidays."  
  
The judge leaned forward in his chair saying, "But 
you do. Your client, counsel, is woefully ignorant."  
  
The lawyer said, "Your Honor, we are unaware of 
any special observance or holiday for atheists."  
  
The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is 
April Fools Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool says 
in his heart, there is no God.' Thus, it is the opin-
ion of this court, that if your client says there is no 
God, then he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is his 
day.  Court is adjourned."  
  
You gotta love a Judge that knows his scripture! 

Children's Version of the Bible ñPart 1  
 
The following is supposed to be true.......actual 

discoveries made by a Catholic Nun Grading Pa-

pers.  

 

1. In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got 

tired of creating the world so he took the Sabbath 

off.  

 

2. Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. 

Noahõs wife was Joan of Ark. Noah built an ark and 

the animals came on in pears.   

 

3. Sampson was a strongman who let himself be led 

astray by a Jezebel like Delilah.  

 

4. Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the 

Apostles.   

 

5. Moses lead the Jews to the Red Sea where they 

made unleavened bread which is bread without any 

ingredients.   

 

6. The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.  

Afterwards, Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to get 

the Ten Commandments.  

 

7. The first commandments was when Eve to ld Adam 

to eat the apple.   

 
 

Worship Topics for April  
 

/ÖÅÒÁÌÌ 4ÏÐÉÃȡ Ȱ&ÁÍÉÌÙ ,ÉÆÅȱ 
 

April 4ɂAlleluia, Christ is Risen from the Dead!  
 (Matthew 28:1-10) 
 
April 11ɂGuest SpeakerɂFelton Daniels, PSWD Mod-
erator 
 
April 18ɂDefining the Family (Genesis 12:3) 
 
April 25ɂBuilding Your Family (Psalms 127:1)    
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The Days of Peter Hill......by Hoyt Griffith, Prison Chaplain 

  
It seemed  cruel  as the days  came  that  they no longer in-
cluded  Susan.  Days grew into years.  A  tree was planted on the church 
grounds in memory of her.   Peter  made sure it was well taken care of. 
  
A  routine became Peter's life--  work: he now ran the day-to-day tasks  at the 
store.  He continued to  see Bill in prison.  Always  church, not  just as  a thing 
to do, but church as a  longing that  needed to be filled.  
  
A woman started coming to church with a boy.  She sat in the back.  She 
looked worn down by life.  He was surprised when she  showed up at the 
hardware store asking for work.  Her office skills were nil.  Her  eyes spoke of 
need.  Peter though how unqualified  he was  when George hired 
him.  He  gave her a chance.  Her  name was Grace.   
  
The prison chaplain noticed  Peter's  frequent visits.  The chaplain asked  him 
if he could volunteer to help in chapel.   Peter thought about how could he 
say ,"no."    Opening  prayer,  setting up the  sound system...  things like that 
Peter  was OK  with.  As the months passed  the  chaplain  asked him for more 
and more, and finally asked Peter to run a chapel all by himself so the chap-
lain could run another chapel service at another location in the facility. 
  
An inmate is lucky to attend a prison service at most once a month.  Taking 30 
out  of 300 to attend a service means 90%  in a cell block will not be able to 
hear God's  word. The entire place housed 6000 inmates with 6000 
souls.  What a sea!  What a shame!  If our church pews were filled, would the 
prisons be less full? 
  
Peter  wasn't sure he had the gifts his  uncle and grandfather had.  He went 
to  where the Hill family  faced  God.  That old stump.   He read over  the ser-
mons his family had given. Peter had a voice.  He  practiced in the old 
barn.  The  generations of animals  from Bethlehem days to now  knew 
that  Christ was born.  Holy  words were  sensed  by these gentle crit-
ters.  The  shepherd was again proclaimed  through the vessel called "Peter." 
  
Bill  was released.  Peter  was the only one he knew on the outside. "I need 
work,"  Bill  pleaded.   Peter was not sure.  He  spoke to  George about it.  " 
I  looked at your soft hands and gave  you a start regardless.  You  decide , 
look into his heart." 
  
The next day 5:00 AM  supply truck arrived. Bill was there to unload.  Bill at-
tended  the Church of the Brethren.  He sat back with Ruth. Bill  was tough 
and toughened by his mistakes.  God  loved him. He knew it.  Mrs.  Murphy 
cared.  Susan and  Peter  cared. Bill was afraid to  care for Ruth.  They 
worked  together.  They  churched together.  She knew his past.  She 
knows  his future because Jesus is his future. 
  
"The  old man  died in prison. I am the new man  you see, Ruth."  A year 
passed and they where baptized together, along with her son.   They married 6 
months ago. 
  
Peter's  days  were  happy once again.  Work, church, prison,  GOD-- wasn't 
that enough? 
  
"I need you,"  the words came from the brother of the  prison chap-
lain .  His  name was James.  He was the chaplain of a military reserve unit. 
"My brother told me about you.  I need a chaplain's assistant.  It is you." 
  
What !!!!  thought  Peter.  I am from a peace church !!!!!    Chap-
lain  James  said ,"Then help me bring peace to those whose minds and bod-
ies and reflexes are trained to kill at a moments' notice.  Help me bring the 
peace of Jesus to them  !!!!" 
  

 
Women of the BibleéRachel and Leah 

By Doris H. Dunham  

 
Key Scriptures: Genesis 29-35; Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 2:18 

 
Rachel was the younger one of the two daughters 

of Laban.  The older daughter was Leah.  Rachel was 
beautiful and Jacob was in love with Rachel.  Jacob had 
seen Rachel at the well and kissed her.  This is the only 
scene in the Bible where a man kisses a woman.  Rachel 
was a cousin to Jacob.  Her father Laban was the brother 
of Jacob’s mother Rebecca.  Marrying cousins was not 
considered unusual in those days.  Jacob offered seven 
years of his labor to Laban if he could marry Rachel.  At 
the end of seven years there was a great marriage feast, 
but Laban tricked Jacob and brought Leah to him that 
night and Jacob slept with her. 

   
In the morning, he realized that he had actually 

been married to Leah, the older daughter.  When Jacob 

talked to Laban, he asked why he had worked for seven 

years only to be tricked into marrying the wrong woman.  

Laban replied that is was their custom to marry the older 

daughters first. Laban told Jacob that if he continued the 

bridal week with Leah and worked another seven years, 

he would give him Rachel also.  So Jacob agreed and 

married Rachel and he loved Rachel more than he did 

Leah.  It was not unheard of, but not common to be mar-

ried to more than one wife at a time in those days. 

When God saw that Leah was not loved, he 
opened her womb, but Rachel was barren.  This made 
Rachel very unhappy.  She said to Jacob, “Give me chil-
dren, or I’ll die!”  Then God remembered Rachel and 
opened her womb and she became pregnant and gave 
birth to a son whom she named Joseph.  Later Rachel 
became pregnant again, but died of complications of 
childbirth.  This son was named Benjamin.  Rachel is bur-
ied near the town now known as Bethlehem. 

 
Leah bore Jacob six sons and a daughter: Reu-

ben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah.  

Then Leah became barren so she gave Jacob he slave 

Zilpah as a concubine.  Zilpah became the mother of Gad 

and Asher.  Rachel had given her slave Bilhah as a concu-

bine earlier.  Bilhah was the mother of Dan and Naphtali.  

Jacob’s sons became the patriarchs of the twelve tribes of 

Israel.  

References: All the People of the Bible by Losch, 

and Women of the Bible by Syswerda. 
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FAITH VIGNETTE  
 

THE SEVEN FIRST WORDS OF CHRIST AFTER THE RESURRECTION 

It is interesting that the very first three sayings Jesus uttered on the morning of his resurrection were spoken to a 
womanτMary Magdalene. She had gotten up in the pre-dawn hours to go to the tomb to see what was going on. 
When she found the tomb empty, she naturally thought the worst: that the Romans had come in the night and sto-
len the savior's body. Then she saw someone whom she thought, in her distressed and distraught condition, was the 
ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪŜǊΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿŀǎΣ άWoman, why are you crying? Who are you look-
ƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΚέ 

aŀǊȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ǎƻ L Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƘƛƳΦέ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ άMaryΣέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ Ƨƻȅτ
which we all should be able to experience at Easter. 

According to the Gospel of St John, chapter 20, verses 1-29, the other five significant statements of the Lord begin to 
ǳƴŦƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ǿŀǎΣ έ5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ Of course, this statement has been interpreted in 
manifold ways, but it has mostly been misinterpreted in some cases. There are those who would argue that Jesus 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ aŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƘƛƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΦ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘǊǳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ 
him in the past and he had touched her. In fact, Jesus had cast seven devils out of the Magdalene. But Jesus had one 
more thing to do before his mission was completeτand that was to go to God and place his blood on deposit on the 
altar of the heavenly Holy of Holies. Jesus did not want Mary to get too attached to him now because he would soon 
be going to heaven for good; it would be a new experience for all those who loved the Savior. 

Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǎ aŀǊȅΣ άGo find my brothers and tell them I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, my God and your God. ά ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŀƴΣ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ IŜƴǊȅΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aŀǊȅ aŀƎŘŀƭŜƴŜ ά¢ƘŜ 
!ǇƻǎǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΦέ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ άȅƻǳǊέ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ƭŜǘǎ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ 

Jesus could have appeared to The Eleven first, but he chose not to .He could have transported himself to the secret 
place where the disciples were hunkering down, but he wanted Mary to see him first, and he wanted to send her to 
tell the others. 

The next three sayings were all spoken to The Eleven after Jesus came back from heaven after depositing his blood. 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎΣ άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ He said this upon entering a room where the disciples were gathered, and he 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴΦ bŜȄǘ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ άAs the Father has ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƻ L ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳΦέ This is a clarion 
call for all disciples, including you and me. Finally, Jesus breathed ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άReceive the Holy 
{ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

I am reminded of the great hymn of the churchτά.ǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƻƴ ƳŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘέτand is my constant prayer today, 
and always. 

Brenda Isaacs 



April 2010  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mildred Shank 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Shively 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Janie Shively 

 

4 
 
EASTER 
 
 
 
Hillcrest and Casa de 
Modesto 
 
 
 
 
Kyle Shively 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Shively 

6 
 
 
 
10a-12p Food Bank 
12:30 pm 1st Tuesday 
Potluck Lunch 
7:00 pm Grace Group 
 
 
 
 
Sherlo Shively 

7 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ila Shively 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dale St. Claire 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joyce St. Claire 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lupe Uribe 

11 
 
Deacons 7:30 am 
 
Guest Speaker, 
Felton Daniels 
 
Circle of Peace 
Church (Peoria, AZ) 
 
 
 
Jessica Uhl 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carl Woody 

13 
 
 
 
10a-12p Food Bank 
7:00 pm Grace Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Avanelle Woody 

14 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
7:30 pm Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glenn Worrell 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donna Worrell 

16 
 
 
7:00 pm Movie Night 
“Believe in Me” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joshua Wurmnest 

17 
 
 
Green Thumb Garden 
Club 8:00 am-1:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Johannah Wurmnest 

18  
Leadership Team 
1pm 
 
 
 
Cross Cultural Cele-
bration & Bridge 
Building (22-25) 
 
 
 
Jayden Crawford 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joelle Wurmnest 

20 
 
 
 
10a-12p Food Bank 
7:00 pm Grace Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Virginia Witthans 

21 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
7:30 pm Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ruby Yeager 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adam Almeda 

23 
 
 
 
Women’s Fellowship 
7:00 pm @ Terri 
Burke’s home 
 
 
 
 
 
Katherine Almeda 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeni Arreola 

25 
 
 
Deacons 8:15 am 
 
 
 
Cornerstone Com-
munity Church 
(Reedley) 
 
 
Jonathon Arreola 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marvin Belcher 

27 
 
 
10a-12p Food Bank 
7:00 pm Grace Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Virginia Belcher 

28 
 
 
6:30 pm Choir  
7:30 pm Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rick Belcher 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tami Bench 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Landon Nickell 

 

Items in italics on Sundays are the PSWD Prayer emphasis for that day.  Please remember to pray for them all week long. 
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About the Bible  

When was the cross first used as a religious symbol? 

The cross is among the oldest of all sacred symbols and there is evidence that it was used in 
various forms as a religious emblem by widely separated peoples long before the beginning 
of the Christian Era.  Many centuries before the time of Jesus the ancient Egyptians vener-
ated the cross and carved it on monuments and mummy cases and put it on sacred cakes 
eaten as part of a religious ritual.  In Egypt the cross may have acquired its sacred character 
because a cross-like device was used to measure the depths of the waters of the Nile.  The 
cross was a religious emblem among the ancient Scandinavians, Druids, Etruscans, Sabines, 
Phrygians, Greeks, Romans and Hindus.  The swastika, used as a mystic symbol among the 
acient Aryans, is a modified cross.  When Europeans first came to the New World they 
found the cross an object of veneration among the Incas of Peru and other native American 
peoples.  It is believed, however, that the cross as the Christian emblem originated with the 
crucifixion of Jesus and had no direct connection with its earlier use as a mystic and sacred 
symbol. 

 

From: A Book About the Bible by George Stimpson, 1945, Harper Brothers Publishers, New York, 

NY 


